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Project Background

Members of the American Legion Post 5 noticed that, after over 50 years in
existence, the condition of the Veterans Memorial have deteriorated: visible
cracks in the monument and dilapidated pavement.

Post 5 Commander made a formal presentation to City Council on September
14, 2021. City Council agreed that the memorial should be restored to the
condition it deserves as such an important living memorial in Colorado

Springs.




Project Background

City Council Member Tom Strand engaged Colorado Springs Parks to
administer the rehabilitation project (PRCS had originally
administered the Memorial construction in 1968).

Parks Department hired Stream Landscape Architecture & Planning
to complete a master plan, along with a structural assessment of the

central monument performed by investigative structural engineers at
Martin/Martin.




Project Milestones & Timeline




Site Background & Memorial

“Recreation Director Outlines “Huge Crowd Attends Veterans

“American Legion to Spark
Memorial Role in Park Plan” Memorial Dedication”

Veterans New Memorial”

April, 1968 May, 1968 November 11, 1968

Source: Pikes Peak Legionnaire



Site Background & Memorial History

The plaza, which
will accommodate
several thousand
people, is to be
beautified with
landscaping that
will provide
screening from the
recreation area of
the park.

Colorado Springs
Gazette, 1968



Site Background & Memorial History




Current Conditions: Structure




Current Conditions: Site / Plaza




Current Conditions: Access & Entry




Project Goals

STRUCTURAL INTEGRITY: Rehabilitate the central monument

structure and repair crumbling concrete paving and other
dilapidated site features.

CIRCULATION & ACCESSIBILITY: Allow for universal access to
the memorial spaces for all visitors.

MAINTAINABLE & EXPANDABLE: Enable future additional
monuments in an organized overall design and ensure
maintainability.

ENHANCED EXPERIENCE: Flexible design to accommodate
group events, solitary / contemplative experience, or both.




Structural Assessment: UPDATE

Initial Assessment Winter 2021/2022
Follow-up January of 2023

Concrete deterioration is due to a
chemical reaction between the cement

and the aggregate (ASR)
ASR is triggered by presence of water

On-going testing of limited samples
indicates low potential for continued
ASR



Structural Assessment: UPDATE

Recommendations — Three Options
Best: Replace the Concrete Columns

Better: Repair damaged concrete and install
weather protection including coatings and
flashing. May extend the life of the
structure up to 20 yrs. Will alter the
appearance somewhat.

Good: Repair damaged concrete in areas
not visible. Install non-visible water
repellant and flashing. May extend the lift
of the structure 10 years. Least impact on
current appearance.












How the site is being used:

Large Veterans Events
(200-300 people for
Veterans Day & Memorial
Day events)

Smaller Veterans
Meetings & Events,
throughout the year

General public use:
families, small
groups and individuals



What We Heard at the Veterans Stakeholder Meeting

How the site is being
used.

- Large Veterans Events (200-
300 people for Veterans Day
& Memorial Day events)

Smaller Veterans Meetings
& Events, throughout the
year

General public use: families,
small groups and individuals




What We Heard at the Veterans Stakeholder Meeting

How can this space serve
Veterans and the public
better?

- Enlarge the accessible site
area to accommodate events
with greater accessibility for
all

Provide more seating

Provide a design for flexible
use: from large events to
solitary, quite experience




Design Concept
























Public Meeting Recap

Final Concept Presented
on April 28, 2022

Attendees included:
Veterans, Council Member
Strand, Council Member
Williams & news media.

Group expressed approval
of the master plan and
expressed no objection.




Next Steps





https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RevwWNJi3Fk
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