The City of Colorado Springs

SESQUICENTENNIAL
Education Resource Guide
The City of Colorado Springs is celebrating our 150th
birthday in 2021! We were founded on July 31, 1871
by General William Jackson Palmer.

1871

Credit: Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum, 1871

TODAY

Credit: Robin Schneider, ArtByBAMF

We need your help to celebrate and commemorate
our sesquicentennial [ses•qui•cen•ten•ni•al]. This
Education Resource Guide provides ideas on how
your districts, schools, classrooms, students and
their families can get involved.
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SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES
Celebrate & Commemorate

AS A SCHOOL DISTRICT....
• HOLD A CONTEST:
Essay Contest		
Prompt Example: What do you think the most important change to our city
has been from the past 150 years? What do you think the most important
change will be in the next 150 years?
Coloring Contest
Use the COS@150 Coloring Sheet (page 14) in this packet and hold a districtwide coloring contest.
Chalk Art Contest
Challenge schools to choose a story from the website cspm.org/exhibits/
cos150 and create a unique chalk art display on their chosen subject.
Photography Contest
Challenge students to find inspiration from local history, the natural world, or
the “Then & Now” photo project (page 6) to take their own photos.
Colorado Springs Flag
Encourage students to recreate the Colorado Springs flag.
See the “Colorado Springs’ Municipal Flag” section (page 15).

• TRIVIA BOWL:
Use local history, art, nature, and other resources to develop trivia questions
for schools to share throughout the sesquicentennial year (see “Get Out &
Get Involved” section for resources - page 17).

• ART PROJECT:
Challenge schools to create a mural, hallway art project, etc. in honor of the
sesquicentennial. Help students reflect on the past 150 years, and imagine
what is to come in the next 150 years.

• VOLUNTEER:
Develop a list of volunteer projects within your school district or partner
with organizations such as the City’s Department of Parks, Recreation, and
Cultural Services to plan a project.
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AS A SCHOOL....
• TREE PLANTING CHALLENGE: Plant a tree on your school grounds!
Our City’s founder, General William Jackson Palmer, gifted the community more than
2,000 acres of parkland. Examples include Alamo, Acacia, Antlers, Monument Valley
and Palmer Park. Palmer is also remembered for planting thousands of trees in what
was a nearly treeless, arid, short grass prairie. To celebrate our 150th anniversary
in 2021 and carry on Palmer’s vision of a tree-lined city, we are challenging
the community to help plant 18,071 new trees over the next two years. Visit
coloradosprings.gov/tree150 to “Track Your Tree.”

• HOLD A CONTEST: See the options under “As a School District” as well!
Coloring Contest
Use the COS@150 Coloring Sheet (page 14) in this packet and hold a schoolwide coloring contest.
Classroom Door Decorating Contest
Use local history, art, nature, and other resources to inspire unique and artistic
door decorations throughout the school (see “Get Out & Get Involved” section
for resources - page 17).

• PHOTO BOOTH:
Create a sesquicentennial photo booth in the school entrance or gym and
encourage students to get their photo taken wearing the colors from our city
flag (green, blue, yellow, and white).

• GET CREATIVE:
Plan a school mural, challenge each grade level to
make a new version of the city flag, get creative and
celebrate! See the “Colorado Springs’ Municipal Flag”
section (page 15).
TRASH CAN CHALLENGE
Join the creative Trash Can Challenge to inspire
classrooms to learn more about local history and to
bring color and fun to your spaces. Each classroom
should pick one trashcan to decorate. Use the “Get
Out & Get Involved” (page 17) resource list to find a
story or local history theme to inspire the design. Using
paint, and other materials, challenge students to get
creative!

Ordinary objects, like this
power box, can be transformed
into works of art! Image from
UCCS Communique
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AS A CLASSROOM...
• MAKE A DIGITAL TIME CAPSULE:
Time capsules are a special way to preserve history. Work with your
classroom to decide what images, objects, stories, etc. best tell their story.
How to Make a Digital Time Capsule:
• Visit the Institute for Arts Integration and STEAM for ideas.
• Learn about the Century Chest time capsule at Colorado College to get
inspired.
• Visit Dropbox for information on how to store your time capsule.

• EXPLORE LOCAL HISTORY NEAR YOUR SCHOOL:
Visit mobile.cspmstoryofus.com. Find your school on the map and see if their
are any local history stories nearby!

• HOLD A CONTEST:
Coloring Contest
Use the COS@150 Coloring Sheet (page 14) in this packet and hold a
classroom coloring contest.
Challenge students with an essay contest, art contest, trivia and more!

• THEN & NOW PHOTO PROJECT:
See the “Then & Now Photo Project” section (page 6). Practice primary
source analysis with the historic images, challenge students to recreate a
historic image, set-up an activity with photographer Mike Pach.

• SUGGESTED READING LIST:
See the “Suggested Reading List” section
(page 23). Choose a book to read as a class!

• PLAN A FIELD TRIP:
Visit the “Get Out & Get Involved” section
(page 17) in this packet for ideas for
potential field trips (virtual and in-person),
curriculum resources, and more!

Hands on History field trip at the
Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum.
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AS A FAMILY...
• 150TH ADVENTURE PASSPORT: COMING MAY 2021!
Explore the City’s cultural, historical, and natural resources! Starting in
May of 2021 students and their families can download the passport at
coloradosprings.gov/cos-150 or visit any of the participating sites to pick up
a copy (limited supplies). Help us spread the word to your students about this
FREE and educational program!

• MAKE A RECIPE FROM 150 YEARS AGO:
Explore resources online such as The Henry Ford Historic Cookbook
Collection to find a recipe to recreate at home!

• EXPLORE!:
See the “Get Out & Get Involved” section (page 17) for a list of community
resources where families can explore and learn together.

• SUGGESTED READING LIST:
See the “Suggested Reading List” section (page 23). Choose a book to read as
a family!

• THEN & NOW PHOTO PROJECT:

CA. 1905

See the “Then & Now Photo Project”
section (page 6). Use the “Get Out
& Get Involved” section for a list of
resources to find historic images.
Find a fun image and recreate it as
a family!

TODAY
Historic image courtesy of the
Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum.
Contemporary photo by Mike Pach.
This image set is featured in the
“Then & Now” photo project.

5

THEN & NOW PHOTO PROJECT

Developed by Mike Pach, 3 Peaks Photography & Design
Photographer Mike Pach replicated historic photos from the Colorado
Springs Pioneers Museum, the Pikes Peak Library District and other
archives. The project will culminate in an exhibit that will feature 50 pairs
of photographs and will open on July 8, 2021 at Library 21c. The photos
will be on display at this location for 2 months and then travel to various
library branches and other venues for the next 6-12 months.

HOW TO USE THESE IMAGES
Practice Primary Source Analysis! Using the suggested
discussion questions and/or the Photograph Primary Source

Analysis Worksheet analyze the featured “Then & Now” photos
to explore change over time in the Pikes Peak Region.

Use these images

Interested in learning

to inspire your

more about exploring

own “Then &

local history through

Now” photo project. Check

photography?

out the “Get Out & Get

Photographer Mike Pach

Involved” section for a list

will customize virtual

of resources where you can

programs for your K-12

find historic images.

students. Contact him at

Can you recreate a historic
photo of your school?

michaeljpach@gmail.com to
explore program options.
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PHOTOGRAPH ANALYSIS DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Look closely at the “Then & Now” images:
General Observations:
• Discuss what you see: activities, people, places, objects, animals, 		
clothing.
Written Clues:
• Are there any captions? Date? Location? Names of people?
• Is there any lettering on signs or buildings?
Location and Time:
• What time of year is pictured? Time of day? How do you know this?
• Where was the photograph taken? Cite your evidence.
People:
• If people are in the photograph, what do you think is their 				
relationship to one another?
• Who do you think took the photograph? Why?
Personal Reactions:
• What are your feelings and thoughts about the primary source?
• What questions do you have about the photograph? How could 		
you try to answer them?
• What is the one thing that you would remember most about this 		
photograph? Why?
• What questions do you have about the photograph that you 			
cannot answer through analyzing it? Where could you go next 		
to answer these questions?

WHAT DO PHOTOS TELL US ABOUT THE PAST?
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PHOTOGRAPH Primary Source Analysis Worksheet
NAME: __________________________________________

What is happening in this photograph?

If there are people, what type of
clothing are they wearing?

Are there...(circle)?
• People • Animals

• Plants

• Objects • Buildings • Transportation
• Physical Features (mountains, water, etc.)

How does this photograph
make you feel?

Where do you think this photograph was
taken?
Who do you think took this photograph?

Is there any writing on the photo? Can you read it? If so, what does it say?

How does this photo compare to today?

What questions do you have about this photograph?

Credit: The Colorado Primary Sources for Elementary School Collaborative Project
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON THE IMAGE SETS
FOR EDUCATORS
Image Set #1: Balanced Rock at Garden of the Gods
Historic image from the collection of the Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum. This
photo was taken around 1930 by Curt Goerke (Goerke and his family owned
a successful photo studio and curio shop in Garden of the Gods). Mike Pach’s
contemporary photo shows Garden of the Gods Park Patrol Ranger Stephanie
Stover, who patrols the park on horseback. She's accompanied by Park Ranger
Grace Abbot. The horses are Sparrow (left) and Tango. Discuss: Garden of the
Gods has been a tourist attraction for many years. What role does tourism play in
our community?

Image Set #2: Fire Station 1
Historic image from the collection of the Pikes Peak Library District. This photo was
taken in May of 1926 and is described as “CSFD No. 1 building at 27 South Weber
Street with fire engine and ladder truck parked in front.” Mike Pach’s contemporary
photo of the same location “was taken with the most modern versions of the same
vehicles, a truck on the left and an engine. It also shows the new addition to the
station.” Discuss: How has transportation changed over time? Why are services
such as the local fire department important for our community?

Image Set #3: Getting Supper in the Rockies
Historic image from the collection of the Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum. This
photo of a “pioneer family” with a covered wagon in the Pikes Peak Region was
taken around 1890 by W.A. Tracht. Mike Pach’s photo was taken at Cheyenne
Mountain State Park. Compare and contrast the two images. Discuss: How have
the lives of families changed over time? Consider technology, transportation,
clothing, food and more.

Image Set #4: Protests at City Hall
Historic image from the collection of the Pikes Peak Library District. This photo was
taken in 1965 by Stanley L. Payne and is described as “demonstrators hold signs
relating to the 1965 Selma to Montgomery civil rights marches. Signs read “The
Vote For All in Selma”, “Freedom Now” and “The Vote is Your Liberty”. Similar photo
appeared in the Colorado Springs Gazette Telegraph on March 17, 1965, page
1.” Mike Pach’s contemporary photo is of a Black Lives Matter protest from June
7, 2020. Both protests were located at Colorado Springs City Hall (107 N Nevada
Ave). Focus on the similarities and differences between each photo and the two
different events. Discuss: Why is the ability to protest an important right within our
community?
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IMAGE SET #1: BALANCE ROCK AT GARDEN OF THE GODS
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Credit: Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum

Credit: Mike Pach, 3 Peaks Photography & Design

Credit: Mike Pach, 3 Peaks Photography & Design

Credit: Pikes Peak Library District

IMAGE SET #2: FIRE STATION 1
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Credit: Mike Pach, 3 Peaks Photography & Design

Credit: Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum

IMAGE SET #3: GETTING SUPPER IN THE ROCKIES
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Credit: Mike Pach, 3 Peaks Photography & Design

Credit: Pikes Peak Library District

IMAGE SET #4: PROTESTS AT CITY HALL

13

FLYER - COLORADO SPRINGS’ MUNICIPAL FLAG

This flag was designed by the Civic League in 1912

15

DOCUMENT ANALYSIS DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Use these questions to guide your students through a discussion
about this document (flyer) which shows and describes the City of
Colorado Springs’ municipal flag:
• What are your first impressions?
• What kind of document is it (letter, ad, newspaper, etc.)? How do
you know?
• Read through the document carefully. Make a list of any unusual
words or phrases.
• Is there a date on it? If so, what is it?
• Is there a location indicated? What is it?
• Who wrote or created the document? How can you tell?
• For whom was the document written or created? How do you
know?
• What is the purpose of the document? What made you think this?
• What do you think the writer thought was the most important
information to convey?
• How do you think the author felt when they wrote this document?
“The white field is intended to represent the cleanliness and health of
the city; the blue border our blue skies; the shield carries the sun, of
which we are justly proud; the mountains stand for Pikes Peak and on
it are pictured the gold ingots of our mining industries; the green band
about the shield represents the park system surrounding the city.”

After reading the description of the flag consider the meaning of
each of the colors and symbols:
• This flag is over 100 years old. Do these colors and symbols still
represent our community today? What would you change about
the flag? What would you keep the same?
• Challenge your students to create their own flag for the City.

CLICK TO LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR CITY FLAG.
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GET OUT & GET INVOLVED

Explore regional, state, and national resources for
information, curriculum, field trips and more.
Look for the school bus symbol for sites that offer field trips.
AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION/MONEY MUSEUM (FREE)
https://www.money.org/
Students will learn how coins were made before modern time, why the first coins were
made more than 2,000 years ago, what items have been used as money, why a coin
can be worth millions of dollars, and more. Students can also assume the role of a
museum curator by completing activities before, during, and after their trip to the
museum.
BEAR CREEK AND FOUNTAIN CREEK NATURE CENTERS (ADMISSION)
https://communityservices.elpasoco.com/nature-centers/school-field-trips/
Students will have the opportunity to interact with our hands-on exhibits, observe
wildlife, explore the foothills or wetlands during a hike, watch an educational puppet
show or short film, and most importantly connect with nature.
BENT’S OLD FORT (ADMISSION)
Plan a Field Trip: https://www.nps.gov/beol/learn/education/planafieldtrip.htm
Curriculum Lessons and Activities
https://www.nps.gov/beol/learn/education/curriculummaterials.htm
Students will gain an understanding of the people, time and place of Bent’s Old Fort.
The lessons can be used for stand alone, in class or pre and post visit of the Fort.
History, math, science, geography, reading, and writing have been included in the
lessons.
Traveling Trunks
https://www.nps.gov/beol/learn/education/travellingtrunks.htm
The trunks contain a variety of hands-on objects, books, videos, and a resource guide.
Lessons, activities, and objects are based on the culture and lifestyles of the 1840’s
Santa Fe Trail people.
BLACK FOREST LOG SCHOOL (FREE)
https://www.bfcommunityclub.org/logschool/Visit_the_school.html
The Black Forest School or Old Log School of Black Forest is a historic building that was
used as a school house, church, and community center building between 1922 and
1945. It is open to the public on Thursdays during the summer or you can schedule a
private group tour anytime. Donations appreciated.
CAVE OF THE WINDS (ADMISSION)
https://caveofthewinds.com/
Offers cave tours and activities that provide a few hours or a full day for your students
from preschool to twelfth grade. Options include everything from learning basic facts
about bats, panning for gold, get muddy and crawling through cave and more.
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CHEYENNE MOUNTAIN HERITAGE CENTER (FREE)
https://cmheritagecenter.org/
The Cheyenne Mountain Heritage Center holds archives and collections that preserve the history,
art and culture of the Cheyenne Mountain area, school district and community. CMHC also hosts
a variety of special events and publishes an annual journal, KIVA.
COLORADO SPRINGS FINE ARTS CENTER (MOST SCHOOL TOURS ARE FREE)
https://fac.coloradocollege.edu/
Choose from a variety of tours incorporating Colorado Standards-Based Curriculum led
by trained Tour Leaders. Social and interactive learning opens students to new ways of
seeing, exploring, and making sense of our world!
COLORADO SPRINGS PIONEERS MUSEUM (FREE)
https://www.cspm.org/forteachers/
The museum offers three options for your virtual field trip. Each program includes a 45
minute activity led by a museum educator. Programs feature images of primary sources
(photographs, artifacts, and documents) and engaging activities and discussions.
COS@150 Virtual Exhibit
https://www.cspm.org/exhibits/cos150/
Examine 150 objects, illuminating 150 stories, exploring 150 years of local history.
Educational Resources
https://www.cspm.org/forteachers/educationalresources/
Explore lesson plans, virtual exhibit tours, and more.
Story of Us: The Pikes Peak Region from A-Z Digital Exhibit
https://cspmstoryofus.com/
https://mobile.cspmstoryofus.com/ (mobile friendly version)
Learn about the people, places and events that make our region unique. Navigate
dynamic maps that allow you to go back in time to understand how neighborhoods,
businesses, climate and transportation have shaped our community.
DR. LESTER L. WILLIAMS FIRE MUSEUM (FREE)
http://www.williamsfiremuseum.com/
The Dr. Lester L. Williams Fire Museum is located in the headquarters building of the Colorado
Springs Fire Department. The public is encouraged to visit and enjoy the many rotating exhibits on
display and to continue to learn about the history of the Colorado Springs Fire Department
GARDEN OF THE GODS VISITOR & NATURE CENTER (ADMISSION)
https://www.gardenofgods.com/
Three different programs are offered for elementary school students. We offer three
middle school and high school adventures for grades 6-12. We offer programs for home
school students as well.
GHOST TOWN MUSEUM (ADMISSION)
https://www.ghosttownmuseum.com/
During the field trip, teachers will be able to take students on a self-guided tour and are
provided with a Field Trip Guide and Scavenger Hunt.
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HELEN HUNT FALLS VISITOR CENTER (FREE)
https://coloradosprings.gov/parks/page/helen-hunt-falls
Visitors can experience the area through interpretive exhibits, scheduled hikes and walks, and by
talking with the informative staff and volunteers on site.
HISTORY COLORADO (ADMISSION)
https://www.historycolorado.org/field-trips
Students will learn about the countless cultures that have made Colorado’s landscapes their
home and shaped Colorado’s past - and still shape its present and future.
Artifacts Kits & Primary Sources
https://www.historycolorado.org/artifact-kits-and-primary-sources
The History Colorado Kits and trunks are packed with artifacts, suggested lessons,
photos, and additional resources. Our kits and trunks help bring history to life. Grade 3-5.
History Take-Out
https://www.historycolorado.org/history-take-out
Through facilitated hands-on programs at your school, students use objects,
photographs and a large walk-on map of the state to uncover the “footprint” of various
cultures and industries left behind.
Online Exhibits & Digital Badges
https://www.historycolorado.org/online-exhibits-digital-badges
Online exhibits make Colorado history come alive through creative presentation of
authentic artifacts, historical images, and audio-visual materials. Interactive and social
media components provide forums for conversation relating past themes and issues to
contemporary life.
Teacher Professional Development
https://www.historycolorado.org/teacher-professional-development
History Colorado offers engaging professional development opportunities throughout
the year that blend content and pedagogy and provide classroom-ready resources.
We will also work with schools and districts to create custom professional development
opportunities that combine expert speakers, resources packets and museum admission.
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
CLASSROOM MATERIALS, PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT, USING PRIMARY
SOURCES
https://www.loc.gov/teachers/
The Library of Congress offers classroom materials and professional development to help
teachers effectively use primary sources from the Library’s vast digital collections in their
teaching. Find Library of Congress lesson plans and more that meet Common Core standards,
state content standards, and the standards of national organizations.
MANITOU SPRINGS HERITAGE CENTER (FREE)
http://www.manitouspringsheritagecenter.org/
The Center’s mission is to collect, preserve, research, and interpret the history and culture of
Manitou Springs and the Pikes Peak Region.
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MCALLISTER HOUSE MUSEUM (FREE)
https://mcallisterhouse.org/
On these tours students will have hands-on events in the Carriage House and a genuine
glimpse into daily family life in the late 1800s inside the Museum.
MAY NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM (DISCOUNTED ADMISSION)
https://coloradospringsbugmuseum.com/
The Bug Museum is fun for kids for all ages, bug enthusiasts and anyone who wants to explore
some of the creepy crawly insects we have in our collection.
MIRAMONT CASTLE (ADMISSION)
https://www.miramontcastle.org/
Built in 1895, this Victorian home offers students a chance to explore exhibits of staged vintage
artifacts, a fantastical local art collection, firefighter and war memorabilia.
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WORLD WAR II AVIATION (ADMISSION)
https://www.worldwariiaviation.org/
The museum tells the story of the tremendous technological advancements in aviation
during the War and the contributions and sacrifices of the men and women who won the
air war.
OLD COLORADO HISTORY CENTER MUSEUM (FREE)
https://occhs.org/
The History Center not only provides a physical place to view many artifacts and photographs on
display but also contains a historical reference library, book store, and space to host events.
PENROSE HERITAGE MUSEUM (FREE)
https://www.elpomar.org/About-Us/museum-and-legacy-properties/penrose-heritagemuseum-1/
Penrose Heritage Museum showcases the history and heritage of the Pikes Peak region through
the personal artifact collection of Colorado Springs’ philanthropists Spencer and Julie Penrose.
PETERSON AIR & SPACE MUSEUM (FREE)
https://petemuseum.org/
We preserve and portray the rich aviation and space history of Colorado Springs and
Peterson Air Force Base. From our barnstormer beginnings in the Roaring Twenties,
through the daring exploits of our World War II pilots and into the modern space era, our
exhibits are sure to capture your attention.
PIKES PEAK CHILDREN’S MUSEUM (ADMISSION)
https://www.pikespeakchildrensmuseum.org/
Pikes Peak Children’s Museum is a start-up museum that offers programs throughout the
community, including in-school field trips. They bring interactive, hands-on S.T.E.A.M. related
activities to community events.
PIKES PEAK HISTORICAL SOCIETY MUSEUM (FREE)
http://www.pikespeakhsmuseum.org/museums/
The Pikes Peak Historical Society encourages the preservation of the history of Florissant and the
west slope of Pikes Peak and educates the public regarding this historical legacy.
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PIKES PEAK HISTORICAL STREET RAILWAY FOUNDATION (CONTACT FOR MORE
INFORMATION)
https://coloradospringstrolleys.com/
Come learn about the history of trolleys in Colorado Springs, and check out the new trolleys.
PIKES PEAK LIBRARY DISTRICT - COLORADO SPRINGS CITY DIRECTORIES: 1879 - 1922
https://ppld.org/city-directories
City directories can provide valuable genealogical and historical information about people and the
communities in which they lived.
PIKES PEAK LIBRARY DISTRICT - HISTORICAL RESEARCH
https://research.ppld.org/history-resources/home
This guide is intended as a starting place for finding information covering various topics
throughout history and provides print, online, and local resources for historical research.
PIKES PEAK LIBRARY DISTRICT - NEWSPAPER ARCHIVE
https://ppld.org/databases/newspaper-archive
Contains tens of millions of historical newspaper pages from 1759 to present. Every
newspaper in the archive is fully searchable by keyword and date.
PRO RODEO HALL OF FAME (DISCOUNTED ADMISSION RATES)
http://www.prorodeohalloffame.com/
We have 3 exciting programs to add to your museum experience which are recommended for
children in Kindergarten - 8th grade.
ROCK LEDGE RANCH HISTORIC SITE (ADMISSION)
https://rockledgeranch.com/colorado-living-history-school-program/
We invite your class to join us at Rock Ledge ranch Historic Site to learn about the
history of the Pikes Peak region and the people who lived here including American
Indians, homesteaders, and blacksmiths.
ROCKY MOUNTAIN PBS: COLORADO EXPERIENCE
https://www.rmpbs.org/coloradoexperience/
Rocky Mountain PBS’ original, award winning history series Colorado Experience explores the
people, events, and places that have shaped Colorado.
SPACE FOUNDATION HEADQUARTERS & DISCOVERY CENTER (ADMISSION)
https://www.discoverspace.org/visit/
The Space Foundation supports students with standards based curriculum that uses
space principles to integrate science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) into all
content areas.
STARSMORE VISITOR AND NATURE CENTER (ADMISSION)
https://coloradosprings.gov/parks/page/starsmore-visitor-and-nature-center
There are popular large group and school programs available during the spring and fall
(call about summer programs). The season starts April 1st and runs through October
31st.
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UCCS GALLERIES OF CONTEMPORARY ART (FREE)
http://uccspresents.org/experience-art/goca
We’re on a mission: To spark engaged dialogue about contemporary culture through visual art
exhibitions, public programs, and special events that articulate aesthetics, current issues and
diverse perspectives for a wide range of audiences.
U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY’S PLANETARIUM (FREE)
https://www.usafa.edu/facilities/planetarium/
Elementary, Middle and High Schools may reserve shows for their students on Tuesday
and Thursday mornings. Shows are typically followed by a 20 minute interactive
presentation with a professional astronomer.
U.S. OLYMPIC & PARALYMPIC MUSEUM (ADMISSION)
https://usopm.org/
The museum’s vision is to ignite, inspire and reinforce Olympic and Paralympic hopes and dreams
- both today’s and future ones - through physical, digital, and virtual experiences that are
engaging, relevant, and authentic for every visitor from nearby, across the nation, and around the
world
U.S. OLYMPIC & PARALYMPIC TRAINING CENTER (ADMISSION)
https://usopm.org/visit-the-u-s-olympic-paralympic-training-center/
This is where the dream begins for many Olympic and Paralympic hopefuls. You’ll see where they
live, practice and workout. If you’re lucky, an athlete in training will lead your tour.
UTE PASS HISTORICAL SOCIETY (FREE)
http://www.utepasshistoricalsociety.org/
Students will explore a wealth of artifacts, documents, and artwork housed in the Pikes Peak
Museum, a group of five historic buildings at Ute Pass History Park in Woodland Park, Colorado.
WESTERN MUSEUM OF MINING & INDUSTRY (ADMISSION)
https://www.wmmi.org/
WMMI offers students of all ages an educational and entertaining experience through
guided-tours or a self-directed experience.
WORLD FIGURE SKATING MUSEUM (ADMISSION)
http://www.worldskatingmuseum.org/
Group experiences at the Museum may be designed to fit the particular needs or
interest of the group. Teachers are encouraged to design one-of-a-kind field trips in
consultations with Museum staff.
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SUGGESTED READING LIST

State and local options for preschool through high school
• People of the Shining Mountains: the Utes of Colorado by Charles S. Marsh (1982): Grades
7th-12th
• I Wanted to be a Pilot: The Making of a Tuskegee Airman by Franklin J. Macon and Elizabeth
G. Harper (2019): Grades 7th-12th
• Zebulon Pike: Explorer of the Southwest by William R. Sandford and Carl R. Green (1996):
Grade 5
• Chipeta: Ute Peacemaker by Cynthia S. Becker (2008): Ages 9-12
• More than Petticoats: Remarkable Colorado Women (Series) by Gayle Corbett Shirley (2012)
• All Aboard! A True Train Story by Susan Kuklin (2003): Grades Preschool-3rd
• All on a Mountain Day by Aileen Fisher (1956): Grades 4th-Up
• Discovering Colorado Springs and the Pikes Peak Region by Dorothy Dutton and Caryl
Humphries (2002): Grades 3rd-4th
• How to Draw Colorado’s Sights and Symbols by Jennifer Quasha (2002): Grades 2nd-3rd
• On the Trail of Colorado Critters: Wildlife-Watching for Kids by Mary Taylor Young (2000):
Ages 9-12
• The Ute (True Books) by Kevin Cunningham and Peter Benoit (2011): Grades 4th-Up
• Colorado Springs History A-Z: A Book for Visitors, Residents, Children, Teachers, and Parents
by Patricia Farris Skolout (1989): Grades 2nd-3rd
• The Story of Mr. Bristol and the Little Red Brick Schoolhouse by Inez Hunt (1971)
• Garden of the Gods: A - Z by Judith Kimbrell (2018): Grades 2nd-5th
• General William Jackson Palmer: A Railroad Pioneer by Joyce B. Lohse (2009): Grades 4th6th
• Ricky Rock Climbs in Garden of the Gods by Jeffrey Keller (2007): Grades 4th-6th
• Ricky Rock Climbs Pikes Peak by Jeffrey Keller (2006): Grades 3rd & 4th
• Do Princesses and Superheroes Hit the Trails? by Carmels Coyle (2016): Ages 3-7
• Who Pooped in the Park? Rocky Mountain National Park: Scat and Tracks for Kids by Gary D.
Robson (2005): Grades Preschool-2nd
• Imagination Vacation Colorado by Anastasia Kierst (2014): Grades 3rd-5th
• C is for Centennial by Louise Doak Whitney (2002): Grades 1st-3rd
• C is for Colorado by Boys and Girls Clubs of Colorado (2012): Grades Preschool-3rd
• Welcome to the U.S.A. Colorado by Ann Heinrichs (2005): Grades 3rd-5th
• Colorado Activity Book by Paula Ellis (2010): Grades Kinder-7th
• A, B, See Colorado by Claudia Cangilla (2012): Grades 1st-2nd
• Colorado Facts and Symbols by Emily McAuliffe (1998): Grades 2nd-9th
• Little Colorado by Helle Urban (2011): Grades Preschool-1st

CLICK TO SEE THE CITY’S READING LIST FOR MORE IDEAS.
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LET’S CONNECT!

Share your projects with the Sesquicentennial
Education Committee & The City of Colorado Springs

If you share a sesquicentennial project on
social media, be sure to use the hashtag

#COS150

@CityofCOS
Do you have questions or want to connect
with the City’s Sesquicentennial Education
Committee?
Contact Meg Poole, Colorado Springs
Pioneers Museum Program Coordinator
meg.poole@coloradosprings.gov
719-385-5631
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