
 

 

A Citizen’s Guide to the 
2009 Amended 
General Fund Budget 

City of Colorado Springs 

Budget in Brief 



 

 

Page 2 

Table of Contents 

Colorado Springs City Council  Page   3 
Colorado Springs at a Glance  Page   4 
Community Profile  Page   5 
City of Colorado Springs Organizational Chart  Page   6 
All Funds Summary  Page   7 
General Fund Revenue  Page   8 

Sales & Use Tax Revenue  Page 10 
Comparative City Sales Tax Rates  Page 11 
Calculating Your Annual Property Taxes  Page 12 
Comparative City Property Tax Rates (in Mills)  Page 13 

General Fund Expenditures  Page 14 
City Employees  Page 15 
Capital Improvements Program  Page 16 

Public Safety Sales Tax (PSST) Fund  Page 18 
City Services ICMA National Comparisons  Page 19 
2009 Strategic Plan — Prioritized Goals Page 20 
Get Involved in Your City’s Future  Page 22 
Office of the City Manager Page 23 

City of Colorado Springs—Budget in Brief—2009 

To contact City 
Council: 

 

mail 
PO Box 1575 

Mail Code 1549 
Colorado Springs, CO 

80901-1575 
 

phone 
719-385-5450 

 

fax 
719-385-5495 
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Scott Hente 
 District 1 

Jerry Heimlicher 
 District 3 

Darryl Glenn 
 District 2 

Bernie Herpin 
 District 4 
 (Elected April 2009) 

Lionel Rivera 
 Mayor 

Larry Small 
 Vice Mayor 

Tom  
Gallagher 
 At-Large 

Jan  
Martin 
 At-Large 

Randy 
Purvis 
 At-Large 

Colorado Springs 
City Council 
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Colorado Springs 
at a Glance 
Form of Government: 
 Council-Manager, nine-member 

Council (popularly elected Mayor,  
 four Council members elected  
 at-large, four elected by district) 
 
Population:  414,658 (2009 est.)  
 
College Population:  32,839  
 (Fall 2007) 
 
Median Age:  33.6 
 
Median Household Income:  

$50,892 
 
Unemployment Rate:  4.1%  
 (August 2008 ) 
 
Ethnicity: 
 White (78.6%) 
 Hispanic American/Latino (14.1%) 
 Black/African-American (6.8%) 
 Amer Indian/Native Amer (0.9%) 
 Asian (2.8%) 
 Nat Hawaiian/Pacific Islander (0.2%) 
 Other (6.4%) 
 Two or more races (4.3%) 
 
Area in Square Miles:  194.5 
 
Street Miles:  1,576 
 
Parkland Acres:  15,266 (2008 est. 

including open space acquisition) 
 
Sales Tax Rate for 2007: 
 City (2.5%); County (1.0%); State 

(2.9%); Pikes Peak Rural 
Transportation Authority (1.0%) 

 
 
 

City Property Tax Rate (2007 mill 
rate levied for taxes payable in 
2008): 4.944 mills 
 
Average Sales Price of an Existing 
House in Colorado Springs in 
2006: $262,000 
 
Property Taxes Paid on a $262,000 
House in School District 11 based 
on 2007 mill levy rate: $1,238 total;  
 City share is $103 
 
Serious Crimes per Thousand: 46.5 

(Year 2007) compared to 2006 
national average of 66.0 for cities 
250,000-499,999 

 
Major Industries: 

Aerospace / Defense / Homeland 
Security 

Biotechnology 
Customer Service Operations 
Data Networking / Storage 
Information Technology 
National Sports Governing Bodies 

and Sports Organizations 
Nonprofit National Organizations 
Semiconductor Manufacturers, R&D 
Specialty Metals Manufacturing 

 
Major Attractions: 

Garden of the Gods 
Pikes Peak — America’s Mountain 
United States Air Force Academy 
United States Olympic Headquarters 

and Training Center 
Sky Sox Minor League Baseball 

 
Average # of Days of Sunshine:  247 
 
Average Annual Precipitation:  
 17.4 inches 
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Community Profile 

Although many towns and cities in Colorado were settled by miners and 
ranchers, Colorado Springs’ appeal was climate and culture. 

General William Jackson Palmer founded Colorado Springs in 1871, 
envisioning a resort community always in view of Colorado's famous 
Pikes Peak.  Within seven years, the Antlers Hotel was built; and by 
1918, the renowned Broadmoor Hotel was constructed, making 
Colorado Springs a tourist destination.  At an elevation of 6,035 feet, the 
area also became a health mecca where thousands of people came to 
relieve their tuberculosis in the dry mountain air.  

Colorado Springs is located at the foot of Pikes Peak, 70 miles south of 
Denver.  With a 2009 estimated population of 414,658 and a land area 
of 194.5 square miles, Colorado Springs is the State’s largest city in 
terms of land and second only to Denver in population.   
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City of Colorado Springs 
Organizational Chart 
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All Funds Summary 
$345,643,332 

Permanent 
Funds

$361,500 
0.10%

Special 
Revenue 

Funds
$60,833,390 

17.60%

Enterprise 
Funds

$56,113,441 
16.23%

General 
Fund

$228,335,001 
66.06%

The General Fund is only one piece of the City’s total budget.  The 
General Fund supports traditional services: 

• Fire 
• Police 
• Streets 
• Community Development 
• Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services 

 

The City also owns and operates self-supporting enterprise 
activities that include: 

• Airport 
• Cemeteries (Fairview and Evergreen) 
• Development Review Enterprise 
• Human Services Complex 
• Parking System (downtown and Old Colorado City) 
• Patty Jewett and Valley Hi Golf Courses 
• Pikes Peak - America’s Mountain 
• Stormwater 

Internal Service Funds total $58,905,775—this is in addition to the above funds. 
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General Fund Revenue 
$228,335,001 

Sales & Use 
T ax

49.7 %
Property  T ax

9.7 %

Other T axes
1.5%

Intergov t'l
7 .2%

Other
5.2%

Other 
Financing 

Sources
16.0%

Draw from  
Fund Balance

0.4%

Charges for 
Services

10.2%

 9.7 

The percentage of total 
City revenue received 
from Property Tax 
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General Fund Revenue 
$228,335,001 

Average amount a 
citizen pays to the City 
per year in Sales Tax 

Sales & Use Tax $113,577,651 

Property Tax $22,229,444 

Other Taxes $3,525,152 

Charges for Services $23,315,267 

Intergovernmental $16,437,526 

All Other Revenue $49,249,961 

 Total $228,335,001 

 2009 
Revenue Category  Amended Budget 

$274 
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Sales & Use Tax Revenue 

Distribution of the 7.4% Sales Tax Rate 

2.0% Portion of the 
Sales Tax Rate 

that the City can use for general 
purposes such as Police, Fire, 
and Parks & Recreation 

State 
2.9%

PPRTA 
1.0%

El Paso 
County 

1.0%

TOPS 
0.1%

PSST 
0.4%

City 
General 

Fund  
2.0%
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Comparative City  
Sales Tax Rates 

 Current as of 1/1/09, cities are in order of descending population. 
* Includes the RTD 1.0%, Cultural and Scientific Facilities District 0.1%, 

and Metro Football Stadium District 0.1% Sales Tax rates. 
^ Includes PPRTA 1.0% Sales Tax rate. 

3 .7 0%

4.66%

3.50%

4.95%

5.05%

3.00%

4.20%

4.95%

3.50%

4.82%

0% 2% 4% 6%

Centennial*

Arv ada*

Pueblo

Thornton*

Westminster*

Fort Collins

Lakewood*

Aurora*

COLORADO
SPRINGS ^

Denv er*
(City /County )

50 The percentage of total City 
revenue received from Sales Tax 
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Calculating Your Annual 
Property Tax 

market 
value  

x 
assessment 

ratio 
= 

assessed 
value 

x 
total 

mill levy 
= taxes 

$262,00 x 7.96% = $20,855 x 0.059341 = $1,238 

Note:  This example is for taxes payable in 
2009 and assumes a $262,000 home in 
School District #11 and assumes no Special 
District mill levy.  Other school districts 
have different mill levies. 

8% 
The portion of your 
property tax bill that is 
designated for the City 

total property tax rate is 

59.341 mills 

School 
District #11 

$883 
42.331 mills 

City 
$103 

4.944 mills 

County 
$158 

7.583 mills Library 
$74 

3.540 mills 

Southeast 
Water 

District 
$20 

0.943 mills 
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Comparative City  
Property Tax Rates (in Mills) 

5.054

4.310

15.633

10.210

3.650

9.7 97

4.7 11

10.664

4.944

26.535

0 10 20 30

Centennial

Arvada

Pueblo

Thornton

Westminster

Fort Collins

Lakewood

Aurora

COLORADO
SPRINGS

Denver
(City /County )

2008 mill levies for taxes payable in 2009, cities are in order of descending 
population. 

The amount of Property 
Tax revenue the City 
expects to receive in 2009 

$22,229,444 
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General Fund Expenditures 
$228,335,001 

Pu blic Sa fet y
51%

Fina n ce & 
A dm in . 
Serv ices

5%

T ra n sp. & 
Pa rks

11%

Genera l  Fu nd 
CIP
4%

Com m u n it y , 
Infra st ru ct u re, 
& Dev elopm ent

10%

Genera l  Cost s
9%

Debt  Serv ice
1%

In t erna l  
Serv ice 

Ch a rges
5%

A ppoin t ees
4%

Public Safety $114,960,764 

Community, Infrastructure, 
& Development 

$22,327,557 

Finance & Administrative 
Services 

$11,901,706 

Transportation & Parks $25,320,070 

General Fund CIP $8,824,446 

All Other Expenses $45,000,458 

 2009 
Business Units  Amended Budget 
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City Employees 
1,808.95 FTE 

4.36 The num
ber of 

FTE per 1,000 people in 

Colorado Springs 

FTE Business Units 

1,206.75 Public Safety 

256.80 
Community, Infrastructure, & 

Development 

97.50 
Finance & Administrative 

Services 

145.40 Transportation & Parks 

102.50 Appointees 

What is an FTE? 

Full Time Employee 
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Capital Improvements Program 

2009 CIP Construction Fund
Capital Improvements Program

$10,274,446

SCIP Debt  
Pa y m en t

71%

Ongoing CIP 
Im prov em ent s

29%

Facility 
Maintenance 

Grant Matches 
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Capital Improvements Program 

2009 Total All Funds
Captial Improvements Program

$89,856,383

PPRT A
43.9%

CIP 
Const ru ct ion

11.4%

CDBG
0.5%

CT F (Lot t ery )
5.0%

Bicy cle T a x
0.1%

A irport  
Gra n t s
12.9%

SCIP
0.6%

T OPS
5.8%

SA FET EA -LU
5.9% PSST

0.1%

En t erprise
11.2%

FT A
0.4%

Ot h er
2.0%

Before A 
f 
t 
e 
r 
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Public Safety Sales Tax (PSST) 
Fund 

Police
50%

Fire
46%

Vendor 
Fee
2%

Support 
Services

2%

Support Services includes Finance, Human Resources, and Fleet 

Amended Budget Summary — $23,484,081 

 
Department 

Civilian 
FTE 

Uniformed 
FTE 

Total 
FTE 

Fire 20.0 73.0 93.0 

Police 45.0 82.0 127.0 

Support Svcs. 5.5 0.0 5.5 

Personnel Summary — 225.5 FTE 
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City Services 
ICMA National Comparisons 

87.3  Percentage of time the Fire 
Department arrives on scene 
to an emergency call in  
8 minutes or less 
(median = 80.0%) 

 
Number of injury-producing 
traffic accidents per 1,000 people 
in Colorado Springs 
(median = 5.7) 
 
 
 

66.2  Miles of bike, walking, and 
hiking trails per 100,000 
people in Colorado Springs 
(median = 14.3) 

Source: International City/County Management Association (ICMA) Center for 
Performance Measurement, FY 2007 Data. 

 Median is for all cities reporting data with populations of 150,000 to 700,000. 

6.0 
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2009 Strategic Plan 
Prioritized Goals 

Develop and implement fiscal sustainability policies to support core 
services that proactively ensure the health, safety, and welfare of our 
citizens; attract, develop, and retain a high performing municipal 
workforce; and fund internal infrastructure needs. 
 

Encourage and make effective use of infill, mix-use, traditional 
neighborhood development and redevelopment as well as 
employment centers to take advantage of infrastructure and 
transportation systems, maximize efficiencies in providing City 
services, and retain retail services within City limits. 
 

Through collaboration and partnership with City enterprises, other 
public entities, private entities, and the military, support economic 
development efforts that attract, retain and create quality jobs to 
ensure a diverse economic base, a 
resilient and growing City tax base, 
and thriving neighborhoods. 

 

#1 

#2 

#3 
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2009 Strategic Plan 
Prioritized Goals 

Maximize resources that provide quality of life City services and 
programs, including adherence to the aforementioned City Services, 
Sustainable Growth, and Economic Vitality Goals; enhancing 
conveniences for our citizens; preserving environmental resources 
including our natural landscape; and providing the art, cultural, and 
recreational amenities befitting the size and geographic location of 
Colorado Springs. 
 

Fully realize the talents and positive contributions of  
non-profits, private and public entities, the military, civic leaders, 
political leaders, and engaged citizens to develop a shared sense of 
community and help achieve City Council’s vision.  

 

#4 

#5 
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Get Involved in Your City’s 
Future! 

Attend Public Input Meetings on the Budget 
A public input meeting will be held to provide citizens the 
opportunity to participate in the 2010 Budget process.  The 
meeting will be held in City Council Chambers, 107 North 
Nevada Avenue, third floor, and can be viewed live on SpringsTV 
Channel 18 and at www.springsgov.com.  The meeting is 
scheduled for October 22, 2009, at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Attend Budget Work Session 

City Council will review the City Manager’s recommended 2010 
Budget in October 2009.  The session will be held in City Council 
Chambers, 107 North Nevada Avenue on October 28, 2009, at 
9:00 a.m. 
 

 
Be Informed 

Visit the Budget section of the City Financial Services website on 
the internet at www.springsgov.com/budget. 

 
E-mail the City  

Send an e-mail to budget@springsgov.com with your comments 
or questions.  

 
Contact Your City Council Member 

We encourage you to call your City Council Member at  
719-385-5450 or fax them at 719-385-5495 with your comments 
or concerns. 
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Office of the City Manager 

 

Penelope Culbreth-Graft, DPA — City Manager 

 

Michael Anderson, Assistant City Manager 

Nancy Johnson, Assistant City Manager 

 
 
 

 
mail 

PO Box 1575 
Mail Code 1547 

Colorado Springs, CO 
80901-1575 

 
 

phone 
719-385-5900 

 
 

fax 
719-385-5488 



 

 

FINANCIAL SERVICES 

PO Box 1575, Mail Code 220 
Colorado Springs, CO  80901-1575 

Phone 719-385-5919 
Fax 719-385-5297 

Email budget@springsgov.com 
Website www.springsgov.com/budget 

Budget in Brief is produced each year by the City of Colorado 

Springs Financial Services Division.  This booklet gives citizens a 
general overview of the City’s amended 2009 Budget.  The entire 
City’s Budget is on the Internet at www.springsgov.com/
budget.  For specific questions or comments, please contact the 
Financial Services Division. 


