Midland Study FAQs (questions received after May 19, 2021 public meeting)
Has the new cross section for Colorado Avenue already been selected?
No, the study team is still receiving input and conducting analysis to determine what the future cross section will look like.
What’s going on at 31st Street/Pikes Peak? 
The City will be constructing a traffic signal at the intersection of 31st Street/Pikes Peak Avenue to facilitate bike route crossings at that location.
How were the peak hours for Colorado Avenue traffic determined?
The City conducted a study in 2018 that collected traffic counts over several days and found that a Friday afternoon was the typical peak hour of traffic on Colorado Avenue.
How are the future expected traffic volumes developed for Colorado Avenue?
The Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments forecasts future traffic volumes by using an area-wide travel demand model. The model takes into account the land uses and transportation infrastructure expected to be in place in the year 2040.
When will recommendations for this study be implemented?
It will depend on the recommendation. Easy-to-implement, low-cost improvements could be put in place soon after the study is complete.  More expensive, larger construction projects may not occur until a funding source becomes available in several years.
Can the timing of the traffic signals along Colorado Avenue be synchronized so that drivers don’t speed?
This can be done in segments where there are closely- and evenly-spaced traffic signals, for instance, through Old Colorado City. However, in the eastern portion of the corridor traffic signals are widely spaced and allow drivers to reach high speeds even when they are approaching a red light.  
How will the corridor’s historic nature be preserved?
This corridor’s unique historic look and feel will be considered as design projects are underway.
How long would a reconstruction of Colorado Avenue take?
The timeline for implementing roadway improvements along Colorado Avenue will be dependent on the scope of work.  For example, an option that leaves the current curbs and sidewalks in place and just restripes the road would not take long to achieve.  A more substantial change to the cross section could take many months. The City understands how important it is to business owners to maintain traffic and will take this into consideration during the design process.
If Colorado Avenue is reduced to a three-lane cross section, how will traffic be affected on other streets?
If Colorado Avenue were reduced to three lanes, it would only be reduced where future traffic volumes show that the existing four lane section is more than what is needed to accommodate traffic.  Accordingly, traffic would not be expected to divert off Colorado Avenue onto parallel streets. If there is an incident or closure of a parallel street, increasing demand on Colorado over what is handled on a typical day, then traffic will divert, but this is a situation that also occurs now. It does not make sense to design a roadway to a configuration that is only needed during emergencies and not on a typical day.
Will a parking structure be considered along the corridor?
A parking structure may be a recommendation in the study for this corridor.
What does it mean to make Cucharras a “bicycling street”?
Cucharras is already designated on the City’s bike map as a bike route. This simply means that the traffic volumes and speeds along Cucharras make it a comfortable place for bicyclists to ride on-street.  
What can be done about personal safety on the Midland Trail?
Making improvements to the trail that increase its use by active cyclists and pedestrians will make it less attractive as a place to loiter, increasing personal safety.
Would putting angle parking on Colorado Avenue, rather than parallel parking, increase the number of parking spaces?
Yes, and angle parking is one of the cross section options that the City is considering.
How would changes to the Colorado Avenue cross section affect safety?
Options under consideration for Colorado Avenue include narrowing the driving lanes, narrowing the distance for pedestrians to cross the street, and adding left-turn lanes where there are none now. All of these are proven crash-reduction countermeasures.
