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Agenda
TOPS Working Committee
Please silence your phone during the meeting.
______________________________________________________________________________

Wednesday, January 8, 2020

7:30 a.m.

Open Space Room

__________________________________ ___________________________________________
Agenda Preview
Announcements

Board Chair
Staff and Committee

Approval of Minutes
Committee
______________________________________________________________________________
Citizen Discussion
Citizens
______________________________________________________________________________
Action Item
Jimmy Camp Creek Utilities Property Additional Acquisitions
Britt Haley
Presentations
Chamberlain Trail-Fishers Canyon Reach TOPS application
David Deitemeyer
______________________________________________________________________________
Citizen Discussion
Citizens
______________________________________________________________________________
Executive Session
Britt Haley
In accord with the City Charter Art. III, §3-60(d) and the Colorado Open Meetings Act, C.R.S.
§ 24-6-402(4)(a) and (e), the TOPS Working Committee, in Open Session, is to determine
whether it will hold a closed executive session. The issues to be discussed involve
determining positions relative to matters that may be subject to negotiations, developing
strategy for negotiations and instructing negotiators regarding land acquisitions. The Chair
shall poll the TOPS Working Committee members, and, upon consent of two-thirds of the
members present, may hold a closed executive session. If consent to the closed executive
session is not given, the item may be discussed in open session or withdrawn from
consideration.
Adjournment

Chamberlain Trail
Fishers Canyon Reach
Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services Advisory Board
Jan 8th, 2020
David Deitemeyer, Senior Landscape Architect
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COLORADO SPRINGS PARKS, RECREATION AND CULTURAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT
Trails, Open Space and Parks Working Committee
____________________________________________________________________________
Date:

January 8, 2020

Item Number:

Action Item # 1

Item Name:

Jimmy Camp Creek Utility Property Acquisitions

SUMMARY:
One of the identified priorities of the Trails, Open Space and Parks (TOPS) Working Committee
has been to focus on candidate open space parcels that would link the Corral Bluffs Open
Space to the Jimmy Camp Creek Regional Park. Colorado Springs Utilities (Utilities) has begun
the process to dispose of properties it acquired in the early 2000s for a reservoir project but
which are no longer needed by Utilities for that purpose. This proposal involves an acquisition
for appraised value of two additional properties to make this vital connection and secure habitat
and open space conservation across this remarkable landscape.
BACKGROUND:
In October 2019, the TOPS Working Committee and the Parks, Recreation and Cultural
Services Advisory Board unanimously recommended acquisition of eleven (11) properties
located between the Corral Bluffs Open Space and Jimmy Camp Creek Regional Park which
were being disposed of by Utilities for their fair market value. Two additional properties, which
were subject to a right of first refusal in the prior owners, have become available for purchase.
In one case, the prior owner failed to close on the sale. The other property owner chose to
accept an offer to purchase their right of first refusal and to incentivize them to remove personal
property located on the parcel.
The first parcel is an unimproved forty acre parcel located on the north end of the properties
owned by Utilities. This parcel, identified by tax schedule number 53-000-00-037 appraised at
$172,000. The prior owner notified Utilities that she desired to exercise her right of first refusal
but she failed to fund the purchase before the scheduled closing date.
The second parcel is also a forty acre property identified by tax schedule number 53-000-00322. It is improved with a large red metal barn. It also has some of the prior owner’s personal
property on site. While the barn is useful, the personal property would need to be removed at
the Department of Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services (Parks) cost if the prior owner failed
to remove it. Upon learning that the prior owner intended to exercise his right of first refusal to
purchase the property from Utilities, Parks staff offered him $5000 to purchase a right of first
refusal for Parks. Parks staff made an alternative offer to buy out the right of first refusal and to
require the prior owner to remove the personal property for $25,000. This offer was made based
on a cost estimate to remove the personal property and the value of the right of first refusal to
Parks. Originally, the owner preferred the offer to sell a right of first refusal in that property to
Parks. However, ultimately he chose to accept the buyout offer instead. The second parcel
appraised for $216,300. The TOPS program would also pay $25,000 making the total
acquisition cost for this parcel $241,300.
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:
Acquisition: Acquisition of the 80 acres will require funding of $413,300 from the TOPS Open
Space Category.

STAKEHOLDER PROCESS:
The TOPS Working Committee meetings and Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services Advisory
Board meetings provide opportunities for public comment. In addition, TOPS staff worked with
the Corral Bluffs Alliance, the friends group associated with the Corral Bluffs Open Space to
evaluate these potential acquisitions. The Corral Bluffs Alliance provided a letter of support for
this project including the properties under consideration today.
RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends acquisition of the additional 80 acres currently owned by Utilities for the
appraised value of $388,300 plus the $25,000 payment for a total of $413,300 to help link the
Corral Bluffs Open Space to the Jimmy Camp Creek Regional Park.
PROPOSED MOTION:
A motion to recommend acquisition of an additional 80 acres currently owned by Colorado
Springs Utilities for a total cost of $413,300 to help link the Corral Bluffs Open Space to the
Jimmy Camp Creek Regional Park.

Attachments:
Map depicting the properties

COLORADO SPRINGS PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT
TOPS WORKING COMMITTEE

Date:

January 8, 2020

Item Number:

Presentation item #1

Item Name:

TOPS Application-Chamberlain Trail Fishers Canyon Reach

Summary:
The Trails and Open Space Coalition (TOSC) submitted an application nominating a 350 acre
property located to the west of the Broadmoor Bluffs neighborhood for Trails, Open Space and
Parks (TOPS) acquisition. More specifically, the application envisioned that TOPS could either
acquire full ownership for open space purposes or a trail easement across this property for the
extension of the Chamberlain Trail.
Background:
The TOPS Working Committee selected Lilly Weissgold and Nancy Hobbs to conduct an initial
review of the application and the property with TOPS staff. Staff and the TOPS members
evaluated the property and determined this application should move forward for consideration
as it is in alignment with the goals of the 2014 Park System Master Plan and acquisition would
fulfil several long term goals of the TOPS program. A couple of these include extension of the
Chamberlain Trail and securing additional protection of the City’s mountain backdrop.

Attachments:
Power Point Presentation

