Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services
PR&CS Administration
1401 Recreation Way
Colorado Springs, CO 80905

Agenda
Parks and Recreation Advisory Board
Please silence your phone during the meeting.

Thursday, February 8, 2018

7:30 am

Palmer Room

Call to Order
Citizen Discussion
Time for any individual to bring before the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board any matter of interest they
wish to discuss that is not elsewhere on the agenda. Comments are restricted to three (3) minutes; you will
hear an alarm when your time is up. Please contact PR&CS staff no later than the last Wednesday of the
month prior if you wish to place a longer presentation on the agenda.
Approval of Minutes- January 11, 2017
Minutes are posted no later than 5:00pm on the Tuesday before the meeting at:
https://coloradosprings.gov/city-council/page/parks-and-recreation-advisory-board
Ceremonial items (10:00 a.m. time certain)
Legacy Loop Signage – Springs Fabrication, Colorado Springs Leadership
Institute
Ice Rink -Downtown Partnership & Colorado Springs Utilities
Action Items
Bike Master Plan
Banning Lewis Ranch Village 3 Neighborhood Park Design
Mid Shooks Run Community Garden Amendment
Rustic Hills Drainage Improvement at Rock Island Trail
Presentations
Rock Creek Canyon Parcels
Dixon Trail Easement
E Bike Policy
Public Art Proposal for Bancroft Park
Medal of Honor Memorial
Board Business
Adjournment

Scott Abbott
Pam Ingrassia/Kim King

Kate Brady/Kathleen Krager
Connie Perry
David Deitemeyer
David Deitemeyer

David Deitemeyer
Britt Haley
Scott Abbott
Matt Mayberry
David Deitemeyer

COLORADO SPRINGS PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT
PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD
___________________________________________________________________________
Date:

2/8/18

Item Number:

Action Item #1

Item Name:

Bike Master Plan

___________________________________________________________________________

BACKGROUND: COS Bikes! is a citywide bike master plan, which is intended to replace
Section 8: The Bicycle Element of the 2001 Intermodal Transportation Plan and serve as the
bicycle section of the anticipated upcoming Transportation Master Plan (scheduled to begin in
2018)
CURRENT STATUS:
The City released the Request for Proposal (RFP) for a new bicycle master plan in December,
2015. The previous bike master plan was completed in 1996, and much had changed in the
intervening 20 years. The purpose of developing a new master plan was to have an up to date
working document that would direct the responsible allocation of the City’s resources; build on
recent related efforts, such as the Pikes Peak Areas Council Governments (PPACG) Regional
Nonmotorized Plan, the Experience Downtown Colorado Springs Plan of Development and
Master Plan, and the City of Colorado Springs Park System Master Plan; identify key
opportunities to significantly improve and expand the City’s existing bicycle network (both onstreet and trail), support facilities, policies and programs; with a goal of increasing bicycling
among people of all ages and abilities (with an emphasis on the “interested but concerned”
populations).
The City signed a contract in March with Toole Design Group, a nationally known planning,
engineering and landscape architecture firm specializing in bicycle and pedestrian
transportation with a Denver regional office. They are familiar with the community of Colorado
Springs from past projects.
After the initial data collection phase, the project team conducted a visioning workshop with a
diverse group of internal and external stakeholders, in which participants identified common
themes both current and aspirational for bicycling in Colorado Springs. Intending to get
feedback from a wide range of community members through multiple avenues, the project team
attended two community events (a neighborhood block party and a trailhead expo). They also
hosted an online survey to which over 800 people responded. The input from the stakeholders
and the citizens directly informed the Plan’s vision statement and goals.
Once the team developed a draft map of priority corridors and draft list of recommendations,
they held a public open house where 250 people shared their comments and concerns. This
input informed the draft that was presented publicly at the November meeting of the Active
Transportation Advisory Committee and on the internet for comment from early November to
December 10, 2017. Nearly 800 people responded. All public comment is summarized in
Appendix D.
Based on having received feedback from at least one thousand individual residents of Colorado
Springs, the project team feels confident that they are providing the City with a direction forward

that strikes the right balance between visionary and practical for this community. This plan when
implemented will use the City’s existing and planned trails network as the foundation of a
system that connects origins and destinations through a citywide low stress network, which will
allow people of all abilities and ages to choose the bicycle for their transportation needs.
The City’s Bicycle Program has two sources of dedicated funding at this time: the Bicycle Excise
Tax, which raises approximately $80,000 annually; and the PPRTA’s On-Street Bikeway
Improvements project which provides $412,000 annually. Additionally, the program can at times
capitalize on the City’s paving and capital improvements programs for additional bicycle
projects.
BOARD/COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION:
The Active Transportation Advisory Committee recommended approval to the Citizens
Transportation Advisory Board on November 14, 2017.
The Citizens Transportation Advisory Committee recommended approval to City Council on
December 5, 2017.
RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends that the board recommend approval to City Council for the BikeCOS!
Citywide Bicycle Master Plan, subject to minor technical and typographical corrections.
Parties Notified of this meeting:
Trails and Open Space Coalition
Active Transportation Advisory Committee
Bike Colorado Springs
This meeting was also listed on the City’s website at https://coloradosprings.gov/bikeplan.
Proposed Motion:
Move to recommend City Council approve BikeCOS!, the citywide bicycle master plan.

COS Bikes!
Unlocking the City’s Potential

2018 Colorado Springs Bike Master
Plan
Action item to the Parks & Recreation
Advisory Committee
February 7, 2018

Bike Plan Vision
The Bike Master Plan envisions a healthy and vibrant
Colorado Springs where bicycling is one of many
transportation options for a large portion of the
population, and where a well-connected and wellmaintained network of urban trails, singletrack, and onstreet infrastructure offers a bicycling experience for
present and future generations that is safe, convenient,
and fun for getting around, getting in shape, or getting
away.

What needs to be done?
Promote a stronger bicycle identity
Build a better on-street bike network
Design more bike friendly streets

Photo: Bike Colorado Springs

•
•
•

Public Process
• 4 TAC/Stakeholder meetings, including a Visioning
Workshop
• Outreach at two community events
• Two online surveys (1600 responses)
• 1 public open house (250 attendees)
• ATAC: recommendation to approve, with comments
• CTAB: recommendation to approve, with comments

Move to recommend City Council approve
BikeCOS!, the citywide bicycle master plan.

Photo: Bike Colorado Springs

Proposed Motion

Questions
Kate Brady
Senior Bicycle Planner
City of Colorado Springs-Public Works Division
Traffic Engineering Section
(P) 719-385-5437
kbrady@springsgov.com
Kathleen Krager
Traffic Engineering Division Manager
City of Colorado Springs
(719) 385-7628
kkrager@springsgov.com

COLORADO SPRINGS PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT
PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD
___________________________________________________________________________
Date:

February 8, 2018

Item Number:

Action Item # 2

Item Name:

Request on Behalf of Clayton Properties Group II (DBA: Oakwood
Homes) to Approve the Banning Lewis Ranch Village 3 Neighborhood
Park Design

BACKGROUND:
Banning Lewis Ranch Village 3 (Oakwood Homes) has an approved Land Use Master Plan with
a Village 3 park obligation for a 3.5 acre neighborhood park last approved in March 2017 by the
Parks Advisory Board. The proposed park site will be located south east of Dublin Blvd and
Marksheffel Roads; more specifically south east of Dublin Blvd and (Vista Del Valley and Vista
del Tierra Roads); surrounded by the future Village 3 residential Callan Drive, Carrick and
Ashmore Lanes. Please see the hand out.
CURRENT STATUS:
LAI Design Group, on behalf of Oakwood Homes, proposes a 5.2 acre neighborhood park to
meet their parkland obligation for the Board’s consideration and approval. The park site meets
the City’s size criteria; will be built by the developer; zoned (PK); and dedicated to the District for
ownership and maintenance.
This park design provides separate playgrounds for 2-5 year and 5-12 year old children; a
pavilion shelter with one or more tables; bike racks, dog waste receptacles, benches, trash
receptacles, a multi-sport court, adult fitness area, a picnic grove with tables, bluegrass turf to fit
up to 3 youth soccer fields, strong circulation, buffering, landscape and irrigation. This park site
provides parking along the street with pedestrian connectivity via public sidewalk from the
surrounding neighborhood.
Oakwood requests the Boards consideration and approval of this neighborhood park design
which would satisfy their developed parkland obligation in Village 3.
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:
N/A
ALTERNATIVE:
The Board can recommend an approval or dis-approval to City Council; can choose to postpone
the item; or suggest changes.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends approval of Banning Lewis Ranch Village 3 Neighborhood Park Design.
ACTION NEEDED BY THE BOARD:
A motion approving the Banning Lewis Ranch (Oakwood) Village 3 Neighborhood Park Design
(5.2 acres).
PARTIES NOTIFIED OF THIS MEETING:
Dawn Becker, LAI Design Group

December 28, 2017
City of Colorado Springs, Colorado
Attn: Connie Perry
30 S. Nevada Ave., Suite 105
Colorado Springs, CO 80903
Re: Banning Lewis Ranch - Village 3 Neighborhood Park Master Plan
Ms. Perry,
On behalf of Clayton Properties Group II, DBA Oakwood Homes Colorado Springs we respectfully submit
our Master Plan for the Banning Lewis Ranch, Village 3, Neighborhood Park for review. We have provided
the following Project Statement outlining the nature of the project.
Overview
The Banning Lewis Ranch property recently changed hands and Clayton Properties Group II, DBA
Oakwood Homes Colorado Springs purchased the northern +/- 2,433 acres of the property. This area
includes Village 3 which demonstrates on the approved PUD Concept Plan (CPC PUP 17-00048) a
configuration for single-family residential, parks and open space. This application for the
Neighborhood Park within Village 3 represents the owner’s next phase of development within the
Banning Lewis Ranch Master Plan. As part of the parks and open space requirement for Village 3, we
are proposing a 5.2 acre Neighborhood Park. It will be situated east of Vista Del Tierra Drive along
Callan Drive (proposed) between Ashmore Lane (proposed) and Carrick Lane (proposed).
The park will include a variety of experiences for the residents of Banning Lewis Ranch. There will be a
covered pavilion with picnic tables adjacent to 2 playgrounds. One playground will be a tot lot for kids
ages 2-5 years old, and will have 3-5 age appropriate pieces of play equipment. The other playground
will be designed for older children ages 5-12, and will have 4-6 pieces of play equipment. North of the
playgrounds and pavilion there will be a multi-sport court for a variety of games. Immediately to the
south of the pavilion will be a large open grass area suitable for up to 3 youth soccer fields. This open
area will be covered with bluegrass turf and will be irrigated. Near the south end of the park, a grove
of trees will be planted to create a shady area for relaxing and will include picnic tables. Along the path
between the pavilion and picnic grove will be a fitness area filled with obstacle course/outdoor fitness
equipment to challenge both adults and older children. An open grass area at the far south end of the
park will provide a quiet space for lounging or other passive activities. A large native area with berms
and landscape screening will provide a buffer between activities within the park and for the lots to the
east of the park. This native area will be covered with a low water-use native grass seed mix. This will
increase sustainability by reducing the overall water demand for the park. Irrigation will be needed to
CORPORATE OFFICE—88 Inverness Circle East, Building J. Suite 101 Englewood, CO 80112 • Tel 303.734.1777 • Fax 303.734.1778
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establish this area, but can be turned off once the grasses have established and used only in times of
extreme drought. Low water use evergreens such as Pinon pine and Austrian pine will be used in this
area to keep the native look and provide screening for the adjacent lots. Drip irrigation will be
provided to all trees in this area to ensure their water needs are met.
We appreciate the City's cooperation so far in working with us to kick-off the next phase of this quality
project, and we look forward to working with the City to complete this process in order to continue the
successful legacy of the Banning Lewis Ranch Master Plan in Colorado Springs.
Sincerely,

Dawn Becker, RLA
LAI Design Group
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Banning Lewis Ranch
VILLAGE 3 NEIGHBORHOOD PARK

LOCATION
•

Banning Lewis Ranch is
located in the northeast
part of Colorado Springs.

•

Village 3 is on the south
side of Dublin Blvd. and
just over 1 mile east of
Marksheffel Rd.

OVERVIEW
•

Oakwood Homes is finished in
Village 1 and all required park
improvements are completed

•

Village 2 is currently being
developed with completed pocket
parks and the Community Park is
under construction

OVERVIEW
•

Village 3 is in the planning phase
to develop the west portions as an
exclusive active adult community
(+/- 550 du) and the east side as
traditional single family homes
(+/- 600 du)

•

The Village 3 Neighborhood Park is
within ½ mile (see red circle on
plan at right) of more than 90% of
lots in Village 3 East.

NEIGHBORHOOD PARK

NOTE: NORTH HAS
BEEN ROTATED TO
THE RIGHT.

PAVILION AND
PLAYGROUND
• Appropriate for kids ages 5-12
• Permanent steel shelter
• Play structure with slide
• Large swing set

Pavilion and
Playground

TOT LOT
PLAYGROUND
• Appropriate for kids ages 2-5
• Adjacent to pavilion
• Climbing structure with slide
• Smaller swing, springers, etc.

Tot Lot
Playground

MULTI-SPORT COURT
• Plans show basketball court striping
• Can be striped for multiple

sports/games (volleyball, shuffleboard,
hopscotch, etc.)

Multi-Sport
Court

TURF AREA AND PLAY
FIELDS
• Large continuous grass area
• Room for 3 youth soccer fields
• Irrigated bluegrass turf

Turf Area

FITNESS AREA
• Outdoor obstacle course equipment
• Challenges for adults and children
• Separated from other park activities

FITNESS
AREA

PICNIC
GROVE
• Large deciduous trees to provide shade
• Picnic tables and trash receptacles
• Irrigated bluegrass turf

Picnic Grove

NATIVE LANDSCAPE
AREAS
• Low water use native grass (approximately

41% of landscaped area) increases
sustainability
• Berms with pine trees provide screening (4:1

max slope on berms)
• Trees provided with drip irrigation

Native
Landscape
Screening

SUMMARY
• Centrally located within Village 3.
• Pavilion/shade structure provides

gathering space
• Separate playgrounds for tots and

older children
• Large turf area for organized sports
• Adult Fitness area
• Large native grass area reduces water

use and improves sustainability
• Berms with landscape screening

reduces impact to adjacent lots

Banning Lewis Ranch
VILLAGE 3 NEIGHBORHOOD PARK
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Date: February 8th, 2018
Item Number:

Action - Item # 3

Item Name: Mid Shooks Run Community Garden Amendment

SUMMARY:
A minor amendment requesting a change to the type of greenhouse to the September 2017
approved Mid Shooks Run Park master plan amendment permitting the addition of a community
garden within Mid Shooks Run Park near the intersection of E Boulder St and N. El Paso St.
The garden is being managed by the Pikes Peak Urban Gardens (PPUG).
PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTION: N/A
BACKGROUND:
The Parks and Recreation Advisory Board voted and approved on September 14, 2017 a minor
master plan amendment to the Mid Shooks Run Park granting permission to the PPUG to
construct and manage a community garden within Mid Shooks Park. The community garden is
located at the northwest intersection of E Boulder St and N. El Paso St.
As part of the approved master plan for the community garden, a greenhouse was included in
the plan. The approved greenhouse was proposed as a wood framed structure approximately
12’ long x 8’ wide x 8’ tall. There is a similar greenhouse located at the Harlan Wolfe Park
gardens.
PPUG is formally requesting to change the greenhouse type to a 16’ diameter x 10.5’ high
geodesic dome greenhouse. The greenhouse is made of an aluminum frame with 8 millimeter
twin wall polycarbonate panels. There would be a small exhaust fan installed near the peak of
the dome powered by a small solar panel. There are no other utilities associated with the
structure. The greenhouse serves as a three season greenhouse (February – November) and
will be available for use by the tenants of the garden.
PPUG was approached by a business partner willing to donate the use of the geodesic
greenhouse within the garden. The proposed location of the greenhouse will not change within
the garden, currently located on the northern end of the garden near the fruit trees.
A letter was sent out to 28 addresses within 250 feet of the garden site in January of 2018
outlining the new greenhouse proposal and asking for comment, feedback and informing the
neighbors this project will be presented as an action item at the February 8th, 2018 Parks and
Recreation Advisory Board meeting. Park Staff also reached out via phone call to the neighbor
immediately west of the garden site for additional communication. To date Park Staff has not
received any comments, questions or concerns regarding this proposal.
Site preparations are well underway at the garden site. Old vegetation has been removed, the
site graded and water hydrants installed. Additional tasks needed include installing the garden
plots and dirt, placing weed barrier down, adding mulch, planting fruit trees and shrubs, and
installing the fence. The proposed greenhouse would be installed prior to the opening of the
gardens. It is anticipated the gardens will be open in mid-April of 2018.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:
There will be no city funds used for this project. PPUG has been successful in their fundraising
goals and have begun implementation. Additionally, the Parks Department will provide water for
the gardens. The water bills will be invoiced to PPUG to cover the cost of the water for the
gardens.
ALTERNATIVE:
The Parks and Recreation Advisory Board can deny approval of the change in greenhouse type
for the Shooks Run Community Garden at Mid Shooks Run Park
RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends approval of the 16’ diameter geodesic dome greenhouse for the Mid Shooks
Run Community Garden
PROPOSED MOTION:
A motion recommending approval of the 16’ diameter geodesic dome greenhouse for the Mid
Shooks Run Community Garden
Attachments:
Letter to neighbors dated Jan 22, 2017
Proposed geodesic dome specification/photo examples
Community garden site plan with proposed geodesic dome greenhouse
Currently approved wood framed greenhouse style (similar to Harlan Wolfe Park)

Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services Department
Design, Development & TOPS

Jan 22, 2018
Dear mid- Shooks Run Park Neighbor,
The Pikes Peak Urban Gardens (PPUG) was recently given approval by the Colorado Springs
Parks and Recreation Advisory Board last September for the construction and management of
the Mid-Shooks Run Community Garden located at the northwest corner of E Boulder St and N.
El Paso St.
As you may know, PPUG has begun site preparation of the garden space for a planned opening
by April or May. The Parks Board approved garden plan included a small (12’long x 8’wide x 8’
tall) greenhouse and shed combo located in the center of the garden.
PPUG has submitted a request to the Parks Department to change the approved greenhouse style
to a small 16’ diameter geodesic dome greenhouse. The detail of the greenhouse with photo
examples is provided in the letter below. The greenhouse will be donated to PPUG for their use
in a community garden.
The Parks and Recreation Advisory Board will consider the geodesic dome greenhouse request
as an amendment to the approved garden plan at the February 8th, 2018 Parks Board meeting.
The meeting will be held at 7:30am at the Parks Administration Office located at 1401
Recreation Way. There will be an opportunity for the public to comment on the proposal at this
meeting.
Please take an opportunity to review the provided information regarding the geodesic dome
greenhouse. Should you not be able to attend the Parks Board meeting in February or would like
to discuss sooner, please don’t hesitate to contact me with comments, questions or concerns. All
feedback will be shared with the Parks Board for their consideration at the meeting next month.
I appreciate your time and attention to this proposal. Thank you.

David Deitemeyer
Senior Landscape Architect
City of Colorado Springs Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services
Office: 719.385.6515 Email: ddeitemeyer@springsgov.com

For information regarding the Community Garden contact Larry Stebbins at Pikes Peak Urban
Gardens: 719-651-3416 or Larry@ppugardens.org

1401 Recreation Way • TEL 719-385-6540 • FAX 719-385-6599
www.ColoradoSprings.gov

Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services Department
Design, Development & TOPS

Geodesic Dome Greenhouse Proposal
Manufacture: Dome Creations – (domecreationsllc.com)
Size: 16’ in diameter x 10.5’ high at peak
Material: 8 millimeter twin wall polycarbonate panels, aluminum frame
Utilities: No utilities needed. Solar powered small exhaust fan near peak of dome
Inside layout: Curved raised beds along inside perimeter
Access Door: Aluminum door with glass panel and screen
Windows: Double pane vinyl
Use of space: February – November (3 season)
Below are a few photo examples

1401 Recreation Way • TEL 719-385-6540 • FAX 719-385-6599
www.ColoradoSprings.gov

Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services Department
Design, Development & TOPS

Garden Layout with location of dome greenhouse. No other changes to the approved plan

1401 Recreation Way • TEL 719-385-6540 • FAX 719-385-6599
www.ColoradoSprings.gov

Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services Department
Design, Development & TOPS

Wood Frame Greenhouse at Harlan Wolfe Park

1401 Recreation Way • TEL 719-385-6540 • FAX 719-385-6599
www.ColoradoSprings.gov

Mid Shooks Run
Community Garden
Minor Amendment
Parks Advisory Board
February 8th, 2018
David Deitemeyer

Mid Shooks Run Park

SITE
E Boulder Street

N El Paso

N Wahsatch Ave

E Willamette Ave

2

Approved Gardens
Shooks Run Community Garden
[Approved September 14, 2017 ]

• 40’ x 180’ (~7,200 SF)
• 20-30 Raised Garden Plots (4’ x 8’)

N El Paso

• Small Greenhouse and Tool Shed

E Boulder

3

Proposed Greenhouse Change
Greenhouse Features
• Geodesic Dome
• Dome Creations LLC
• 16’ dia. X 10.5’ high
• 3 Season use (February – November)

• Aluminum Frame
• 8 mm Polycarbonate Panels
• Aluminum door with glass
panel/screen
N El Paso

•Double pane vinyl Windows

E Boulder

• Small solar powered exhaust fan

4

N El Paso

Proposed Greenhouse Change

E Boulder

5

Recommendation

Recommend approval of the 16’ diameter Geodesic Dome
Greenhouse for the Shooks Run Community Garden, at
Mid Shooks Run Park.
6

Thank You

7

COLORADO SPRINGS PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT
PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD
___________________________________________________________________________
Date:

February 7, 2018

Item Number:

Action Item #4

Item Name:

Proposed Rustic Hills Drainage Improvements

SUMMARY:
The City of Colorado Springs Water Resources Engineering is requesting approval to proceed
with a proposed project to improve the drainage conditions for the Rustic Hills neighborhood.
The existing Rustic Hills neighborhood currently has very minimal drainage infrastructure and no
water quality treatment for the existing stormwater. The City proposes to improve an existing
TOPS parcel with a water quality and detention facility while also providing additional trails that
will provide connectivity with the existing Rock Island Trail. The proposed water quality pond will
require minor concrete structures in order to function properly and facilitate future maintenance.
BACKGROUND:
The Rock Island Trail serves as a major east-west urban trail corridor through Colorado Springs
connecting from the Old North End to the Powers Blvd Corridor. The subject area is located
between Murry Blvd and Powers Blvd. Portions of the former railroad corridor started to be
acquired by the City of Colorado Springs in 2002. The corridor was considered for many years
as a potential east-west transportation corridor. Due of the uncertainty of the transportation
corridor at the time, southern portions of the former railroad right of way were purchased for trail
purposes using Transportation Enhancement and Bicycle sales tax funds. Trail construction
began along the corridor in 2004. Trail easements where acquired by the Parks Department on
parcels still owned by the railroad. In 2005 the City of Colorado Springs decided the old Rock
Island Corridor was not desirable for a major transportation route in the City. This provided the
Parks Department direction to continue with additional parcel acquisitions for the trail corridor
using the Trails, Open Space and Parks (TOPS) program funds.
The subject parcel consists of 7.75 acres of land that was acquired in 2007 with TOPS Open
Space Funds. The parcel consists of the former railroad embankment as well as a widened area
covered in grasses and trees. The existing Rock Island Trail is located on a small portion of this
parcel, primarily running parallel to the southern boundary. There is a significant area of
encroachment on the subject parcel by a neighboring landowner. The parcel also has an
existing drainage channel leading to an existing culvert buried under the railroad embankment.
The Rustic Hills neighborhood, north of the parcel, drains to this culvert.
The most noticeable problem is the significant erosion seen near the existing culvert at the base
of the old railroad embankment. The eroded area, with depths in excess of eight feet, is an
ongoing concern that will only worsen without proper infrastructure in place. Additionally, the
deteriorating existing gravel roadway is causing sediment to transport throughout the
neighborhood and eventually into the stormwater system. The City’s maintenance staff is
constantly struggling with repairing the roadway and cleaning and removing the displaced
roadway material.
There is currently a proposed plan to pave the existing roadways in both 2018 and 2020 as well
as install roadside drainage infrastructure to move the stormwater effectively downstream.

Additional improvements are being considered uphill of the culvert on the TOPS parcel. The
proposed Drainage Improvement project intends to install a Water Quality Detention pond in
advance of the roadway paving in the Rustic Hills subdivision. This pond will accept and treat
the stormwater from the neighborhood reducing the pollutant load prior to discharging into the
rest of the City’s stormwater system. The City of Colorado Springs Water Resources
Engineering received additional stormwater funding as a result of the 2016 TABOR ballot
initiative for specific stormwater related projects. The proposed Rustic Hills Drainage
Improvements Project was one of the TABOR projects.
According to the City’s Drainage Criteria Manual Volume 1, in order for a pond to be considered
a proper detention facility there are certain elements that must be included. Examples of these
elements are a forebay, trickle channel, micropool and outlet control structure. These structures
are vital to the operation and future maintenance of the pond. For example, a forebay provides a
location for debris and coarse sediment to drop out of the flow and accumulate, allowing for a
single location for removal and extending the functionality of the pond. Additionally, in order for
the project to receive credit for the Pueblo IGA, a proper facility is required that meets the City’s
Drainage Criteria Manual.
Finally, in association with the drainage improvements, maintenance access will be required
from the Rustic Hills Subdivision to the water quality facilities. The maintenance access will also
provide legal non-motorized trail access from the neighborhood through the property and to the
Rock Island Trail.
During the planning phase of the project, Water Resources Engineering was made aware of the
TOPS property limitations with regards to installing permanent structures. They requested an
interpretation from the City Attorney’s Office which has determined that the proposed project is
consistent with the TOPS Ordinance.
Park Staff recommends the Parks Advisory Board condition its recommendation on
implementation, to the extent possible, of the following additional measures in the design to
create a more natural and aesthetically pleasing design including: (1)Using cobble in the trickle
channel instead of a concrete chase, (2) consideration of using colored concrete to blend
structures into the open space, (3)consideration of creating undulations in the grading of the
pond (eliminate straight line-grading) for enhanced natural aesthetics and (4)coordination with
the Regional Parks, Trails and Open Space Natural Resource Specialist for selection of seed
mix for onsite restoration.
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:
The Public Works Department through its Water Resources Engineering Division will provide
the funds necessary to design, permit and construct the proposed improvements.

BOARD/COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION:
The proposed project is scheduled to be presented at February 7th, 2018TOPS Working
Committee meeting. The TOPS Working Committee recommendation will be presented at the
February 8th, 2018 Parks Advisory Board
ALTERNATIVE:
Deny the request for drainage improvements, including the water quality detention pond on the
7.75 acres TOPS Open Space parcel along the Rock Island Trail Corridor.

RECOMMENDATION:

Approval of the Colorado Springs Water Resources Engineering Division’s request for drainage
improvements, including the water quality detention pond proposed on the 7.75 ac TOPS Open
Space parcel along the Rock Island Trail Corridor conditioned on implementation, to the extent
possible, of the following additional measures in the design to create a more natural and
aesthetically pleasing design including: (1)Using cobble in the trickle channel instead of a
concrete chase, (2) consideration of using colored concrete to blend structures into the open
space, (3)consideration of creating undulations in the grading of the pond (eliminate straight
line-grading) for enhanced natural aesthetics and (4)coordination with the Regional Parks, Trails
and Open Space Natural Resource Specialist for selection of seed mix for onsite restoration.
PROPOSED MOTION:
Approval of the Colorado Springs Water Resources Engineering Division’s request for drainage
improvements, including the water quality detention pond proposed on the 7.75 ac TOPS Open
Space parcel along the Rock Island Trail Corridor implementation, to the extent possible, of the
following additional measures in the design to create a more natural and aesthetically pleasing
design including: (1)Using cobble in the trickle channel instead of a concrete chase, (2)
consideration of using colored concrete to blend structures into the open space,
(3)consideration of creating undulations in the grading of the pond (eliminate straight linegrading) for enhanced natural aesthetics and (4)coordination with the Regional Parks, Trails and
Open Space Natural Resource Specialist for selection of seed mix for onsite restoration.
.
Attachments:
Power Point Presentation

Proposed Rustic Hills Drainage
Improvements Project
PRESENTED BY:
David Deitemeyer – Park Planner
John Adair, P.E. - Stormwater Construction Manager

Background Information
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Background Information
 Former Railroad ROW
 Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific

Railroad

 City Acquisition in 2002
 Transportation Enhancement

and Bike Tax Funds on southern
portion of ROW
 TOPS Funding declined at time
 Consideration of E/W
Transportation corridor

 2004 Trail construction
 Southern portion of ROW


Revocable permits on private
property where needed

 Additional Parcels Acquired
2005 Transportation corridor no
longer desirable
 Additional acquisition with TOPS
Funding
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Background Information
 TOPS Acquisition of

28.34 Acres
 19.8 ac between Murry

and Powers
 8.5 ac east of Powers

 Phase 1 – Open Space
 7.75 AC in 2007

 Phase 2 – 5 – Trails
 2008 – 2011
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Project Goals
 Neighborhood Trail Access To Rock
Island
 Reduce rouge trails in open space
 Correct Encroachments on TOPS
Property
 Reduce erosion and improve drainage
 Water Quality and Retention
 Channel and Slope Stabilization
 Water Resources Engineering to fund
the improvements
5

Existing Conditions

6

Existing Conditions Continued

7

Existing Conditions Continued
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Conceptual Plan

9

Examples of Proposed Facilities

10

Examples of Proposed Facilities
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TOPS Ordinance
 City Attorney’s Office has determined the proposed

improvements are consistent with the goals and purposes
of the TOPS Ordinances
 TOPS Working Committee responsible for making
recommendations regard how the TOPS acquired land should be
maintained, developed or preserved.
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Project Timeline
 November 1st, 2017: TOPS Working Committee – Presentation Item
 November 9th, 2017: Parks Advisory Board – Presentation Item

 February 7th , 2018: TOPS Working Committee – Action Item

 February 8th , 2018: Parks Advisory Board – Action Item

 Project Design commencing immediately

 Project Implementation ideally through spring and early summer
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Staff Recommendation
Approval of the proposed project with consideration of:
 (1)Using cobble in the trickle channel instead of a concrete chase,

 (2) consideration of using colored concrete to blend structures into the open space,
 (3)consideration of creating undulations in the grading of the pond (eliminate straight linegrading) for enhanced natural aesthetics and
 (4)coordination with the Regional Parks, Trails and Open Space Natural Resource Specialist for
selection of seed mix for onsite restoration.
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TOPS Working Committee
February 7th, 2018 Meeting:
List TOPS recommendation here
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Proposed Motion
Approval of the Colorado Springs Water Resources Engineering Division’s request for
drainage improvements, including the water quality detention pond proposed on the
7.75 ac TOPS Open Space parcel along the Rock Island Trail Corridor implementation,
to the extent possible, of the following additional measures in the design to create a
more natural and aesthetically pleasing design including:
 (1)Using cobble in the trickle channel instead of a concrete chase,
 (2) consideration of using colored concrete to blend structures into the open space,
 (3)consideration of creating undulations in the grading of the pond (eliminate
straight line-grading) for enhanced natural aesthetics and
 (4)coordination with the Regional Parks, Trails and Open Space Natural Resource
Specialist for selection of seed mix for onsite restoration.
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Ebikes
Parks and Recreation Advisory Board
[Date]
[Presenter]

What
is an
Ebike?
What
is an
Ebike?
An electric bicycle, also known as an e-bike, powerbike or
booster bike, is a bicycle with an integrated electric motor
which can be used for propulsion

Classes
WhatofisEbike?
an Ebike?
Class 1: Pedal Assist
The electric drive system on the
ebike can only be activated
through a pedaling action and
is limited to relatively low
speeds. In America, this class is
limited to a motor powered
speed of 20 mph (32 kph) with
motor wattage of <= 750 watts.

Classes
WhatofisEbike?
an Ebike?
Class 2: Throttle On Demand
The electric drive system on the
ebike can be activated through a
throttle element such as a griptwist, trigger or button and is
limited to low speeds. The motor
system may also be activated
through a pedaling action as with
Class 1. In America, the top speed
is limited to 20 mph (32 kph)
with motor wattage of <= 750
watts as with Class 1.

Classes
WhatofisEbike?
an Ebike?
Class 3: Speed Pedelec
The electric drive system on the
ebike can be activated through a
pedaling action to reach higher
top speeds. In America this class
could still be considered a “lowspeed electric bicycle” if human
power propels the bike above 20
mph and as such, does not require
special licensing but may be even
more restricted to roads, adjacent
bike lanes or on private property
with a maximum speed ~28 mph
(~45 kph) and motor wattage of
<= 750 watts.

Classes
WhatofisEbike?
an Ebike?
Class 4: Moped or Motorcycle
The electric drive system can be
activated through a pedaling action
or throttle. The top speed is above
28 mph (45 kph) and/or the motor
wattage may be greater than 750
watts. In all major geographies this
class would be considered a motor
vehicle which requires licensing
and registration and is limited to
certain motorized off road trails or
traditional roads

Types
of Use
What
is an Ebike?

How
Are is
They
Selling?
What
an Ebike?

How
People
Them
What
is anView
Ebike?
• Makes things to easy.
• Threat to regular mtb access.

• Singletracks/IMBA (2017) Poll showed 77%
of people were against Ebike use on
mountain bike trails.
• IMBA changed stance to support use of
Class 1 ebikes on non-motorized trails.
• Jefferson County Study
• 65% positive after test ride
• People rarely noticed use

• Good for physically challenged people.

Studies
WhatofisEffects
an Ebike?
• Reduced Emissions by
commuters.
• IMBA Study on e-mtb
• soil impacts observed in this
study were not greatly
different from those of
mountain bikes.
• Boulder Study showed no
effects of ebikes on multi-use
urban trails.
• People cycle longer on ebikes.

Concerns
What is an Ebike?
• Increased effects on trail
erosion.
• Increase in use as more people
have access and can bike
further.
• New restrictions might effect
non-ebike users.
• Jailbreaking of ebikes to allow
greater speeds.
• As tech advances speeds, and
ease of use will increase.

Federal
WhatPolicies
is an Ebike?
All classes of Ebikes recognized as
“motor vehicles” and not permitted
on non-motorized trails

State
Policies
What
is an Ebike?

State
Policies
What
is an Ebike?
• State Law treats
Class 1 and 2 like
bicycles. Class 3 is
not allowed in bike
lanes.
• State parks allow
Class 1 on all trails
that allow bicycles.

CityWhat
Policies
is an Ebike?
• Boulder – Allow class 1 and 2 on
some multi-use paths.
• Denver prohibits on parks and
trails.
• Jeff Co. allows on paved trails.
• Pitkin county allows only on
paved trails.
• Breckenridge prohibits use on
trails.
• Many cities and towns have yet to
have a specific rule for e-bikes

OurWhat
Proposed
Policy
is an Ebike?
Colorado Springs allows Class 1 ebikes to operate on Urban Trails. These
trails are typically described as local commuting and recreational trails
which traverse neighborhoods and connect to the core of the City of
Colorado Springs.
At this time ebikes are not to be operated on what is commonly known as
multi-use trails. These trails are always soft surfaces and are part of large
Regional Park or Open Space property infrastructure.
Class 1 ebikes permitted on the following trails:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cottonwood Creek Trail
Homestead Trail
Midland Trail
Pikes Peak Greenway
Rock Island Trail
Sand Creek Trail
Shooks Run Trail
Sinton Trail

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Stetson Trail
Templeton Gap Trail
Woodmen Trail
Foothills Trail
Skyline Trail
Rockrimmon Trail
Mesa Valley Trail

Questions?
What is an Ebike?

