STORMWATER BASICS
When it rains, it drains. Stormwater runoff in
Colorado Springs is not treated, but rather
goes directly into our local waterways...along
with any other pollutants it collects along the
way. This dirty water can harm people,
animals, and plants. We all need to
ensure a clean water future by
preventing pollution before it happens.

HOW YOU CAN HELP
Never pour pesticides, herbicides or fertilizers down the drain or storm sewer.
Buy only the quantity you think you will
use during the right time of the season.
Read directions and follow precisely. Do
not overuse or over apply.
Leave grass clippings on the lawn.
Clippings fertilize the grass naturally.
Rinse the pesticide container and apply
rinses to the target area.
Store and dispose of pesticides,
herbicides and fertilizers properly. Do
not store materials outdoors and
exposed to precipitation.

THE FACTS
Pesticides, herbicides and fertilizers are
often toxic and can be serious risks to human health and the natural
environment.
Pesticides, herbicides and fertilizers applied outdoors may be washed away with
stormwater (rain or snow).
Stormwater runoff, which is not treated,
takes a direct path to waterways like
Monument and Fountain Creek.
Learn more at:

https://coloradosprings.gov/stormwater

Plant Native plants that require less
water and treatment.
Find alternatives to pesticides and
herbicides that are less toxic and
harmful. A few alternatives are listed in
the brochure.

DID YOU KNOW…
The overuse of fertilizer can
cause nutrient (Nitrogen and
Phosphorous) overenrichment in our bodies of
water. This leads to algae
blooms that de-oxygenate the
water and cause “Dead
Zones”. The Dead Zone in the
Gulf of Mexico is 7000 square
miles large.
(serc.carelton.edu)

RESOURCES
There are many ways to help protect the water in our community as well as for those
downstream. Here are a few tips to keep in
mind:

Our local pollutants contribute to
the Dead Zone in the Gulf of Mexico.
Colorado Springs streams 3low into the
Arkansas River which then make their way to
the Mississippi River, which 3lows into the
Gulf of Mexico!

EASY ALTERNATIVES
Herbicides - Instead of spraying potentially
harmful chemicals pull the weed by hand
from the roots. Discourage weed growth by
mowing your grass no shorter then 2”.
Pesticides - Create your own non-toxic
insecticidal soap: mix 1 tablespoon of dish
soap with 1 cup of vegetable oil. Add one teaspoon of this mixture to 1 cup of water and
spray on aphids or mites. You may also
introduce bugs like ladybugs to your lawn or
garden that are natural predators to many
insects.
Fertilizers - Compost kitchen and yard
waste to create a high nutrient soil additive
for your garden.
https://coloradosprings.gov/
thinkoutsidethelawn

Pesticides,
Herbicides,
and
Fertilizers

Prevent pollution, remember: Only Rain
Down the Drain!
Monitor your curb/catch basin or ditch
by removing sand, grass
clippings, debris and litter
Pick up after your pet
Use the right amount of fertilizer at the
right time (not before a rain storm!)
Dispose of hazardous materials properly
Sweep grass clippings back onto the lawn,
or compost them
Put trash, including cigarette butts, in
their place...not in a creek or storm drain.
Report spills or dumping to the Spill
Hotline: 719-491-6096

KEEP IT
CLEAN…
BECAUSE
WE’RE
ALL
DOWSTREAM!

Learn more at:

https://coloradosprings.gov/stormwater

719-385-5980
https://coloradosprings.gov/stormwater

