WHY SHOULD I CARE?
When it rains, it drains. Stormwater runoff
in Colorado Springs is not treated, but rather goes directly into our local
waterways...along with any other pollutants
it collects along the way. This dirty water can
harm people, animals, and plants. We all
need to ensure a clean water future by
preventing pollution before it happens.

WHAT YOU CAN DO
1. Always clean up after your pet and dispose of the waste
in the trash.
2. Encourage your neighbor and other pet owners to be
responsible; it’s not hard and the smallest action
positively effects our water quality.

DID YOU KNOW…
One gram of pet
waste contains 23
million coliform
bacteria

3. Become a “Scoop the Poop!” Pledger and receive a free pet waste bag dispenser
for your leash (learn more and pledge at https://coloradosprings.gov/waterresources).

WHAT YOU SHOULD NOT DO
1. Never dispose of pet waste near water, a storm drain or on the street.
2. Never use pet waste as a fertilizer. Pet waste is very acidic due to our pet’s high
protein diets.
THE FACTS
Pet waste can carry viruses and diseases
that are extremely harmful to the health
of humans and other animals.
The organic matter in pet waste can degrade water quality. The decay of pet
waste in water depletes oxygen and releases poisonous ammonia.
Pet waste is a nuisance to look at, smell,
and step in!

Learn more at:
https://coloradosprings.gov/stormwater

3. Never add pet waste to a compost pile. The pile will not get hot enough to kill
the disease causing organisms.
DID YOU
KNOW…
Failure to remove
your pet’s waste is
unlawful in our
city parks and can
result in 3ines.
City Code 9.9.301

STORMWATER NEEDS YOU…
MORE WAYS TO HELP:
There are many ways to help protect the water in our community as well as for those
downstream. Here are a few tips to keep in
mind:

Illegal dumping of dog waste into drainage.

ONLY RAIN
DOWN THE DRAIN!

DISEASES
Some of the diseases that pet waste can
carry include:
Salmonellosis - the most common bacterial infection transmitted from animals to humans.
Symptoms include headache,
fever, muscle
aches vomiting and diarrhea.
Campylobacteriosis - a bacterial
infection that causes diarrhea.
Toxocarisis - roundworms
transmitted from animals to
humans.
Symptoms include fever, rash and vi-

Contact Information
City Engineering/Public Works
(719) 385-5980
https://coloradosprings.gov/
waterresources

Proper Disposal
of
Pet Waste

Minimize hard surfaces and keep them
clean
Prevent pollution, remember: Only Rain
Down the Drain!
Monitor your curb/catch basin or ditch by
removing sand, grass
clippings, debris and litter
Pick up after your pet
Use the right amount of fertilizer at the
right time (not before a rain storm!)
Dispose of hazardous materials properly
Sweep grass clippings back onto the lawn,
or compost them
Put trash, including cigarette butts, in its
place...not in a creek or storm drain.
Report spills or dumping to the Spill
Hotline: 719-491-6096

KEEP IT
CLEAN…
BECAUSE
WE’RE
ALL
DOWNSTREAM!
Learn more at:
https://coloradosprings.gov/waterresources

719-385-5980
https://coloradosprings.gov/stormwater

