
The City of Colorado Springs is required to comply with 
the Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) per-
mit issued to the City by the Colorado Department of 
Public Health and Environment (CDPHE).  The Permit 
regulates the discharge of stormwater runoff from the 
City’s municipal separate storm sewer system to local 
waterways through Best Management Practices (BMPs). 
 
Stormwater management BMPs are control measures 
taken to mitigate changes to both quantity and quality of 
urban runoff caused through changes to land use and are 
required during construction and post-construction peri-
ods.  Generally BMPs focus on water quality problems 
caused by exposed soils during construction and by an 
increase in impervious surface due to land development.  
BMPs are designed to reduce stormwater volume, peak 
flows, and/or nonpoint source pollution through 
evapotranspiration, infiltration, detention and filtration 
or biological and chemical actions. 
 
In order to comply with the requirements imposed by the 
the Colorado Discharge Permit System (CDPS) permit, 
the City of Colorado Springs has adopted comprehensive 
stormwater management  City Codes, and a Drainage 
Criteria manual Vol. II, which includes policies, proce-
dures and Best Management Practice (BMPs) to manage 
the pollution from construction sites and post-
development. 

Erosion and Stormwater Quality Plans are required for 
the following: 

 Excavation or Fill ≥ 500 CY, or 
 The grading of a site with land disturbance of 1 or 

 more acres, or 
 Grading on any property with a natural slope in excess 
of 8%, or 
 Any combination of the above 3, or 
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 Any grading or other disturbance of land in an area zoned 
Hillside Area Overlay Zone under City Code  Section 
7.3.504, or 
 Any grading or other disturbance of land in an area zoned 
Streamside Overlay Zone under City Code Section 
7.3.508.E.1.F.   

 
In addition, the City Engineer may require Erosion and 
Stormwater Quality Control Plans for minor land disturbing 
activities if deemed necessary.  
 
Understanding the Differences 
Erosion control practices are used to prevent erosion from 
occurring at construction sites with bare soils.  Practices in-
clude mulch, erosion blankets, temporary and permanent 
seeding, and minimized or phased land clearing. 
 

Sediment control practices are used to capture eroded sedi-
ments and keep them on-site and away from surface waters.  
Practices include silt fences, sediment basins, check dams, 
and erosion logs. 
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Development Assistance Bulletin 

Building and Developing 

An example of a Porous Landscape Detention (PLD) Basin, also known as a raingarden.  
The PLD is a recommended BMP for stormwater management. 



BMP Installation Sequencing 
1. Install temporary vehicle tracking at the construction 

entrance. 
2. Install all BMPs prior to any grading or excavation ac-

tivities.  This includes installing BMPs for storm inlets 
along the street frontage, perimeter control  and pro-
tecting adjacent seeded or sodded lots.   

3. Stabilize stockpiles with BMPs to prevent sediment 
from reaching the street.  Stockpiles may not be located 
in the street. 

Construction BMP Maintenance  
The builder/owner is responsible for maintaining and re-
pairing all temporary BMPs on the lot throughout construc-
tion.  This includes immediate  rock, mud and soil removal 
from all streets that are a result of the project. 
 
During final grading BMPs may be removed in order to 
complete final grading and sodding of the lot although the 
builder/owner is still responsible for any discharge leaving 
the site.  If sodding of the lot is delayed, the contractor will 
be required to install BMPs until the sod can be installed.  

Permanent BMPs require a maintenance agreement with 
the City of Colorado Springs ensuring the owner and all 

future owners will self-inspect annually and maintain their 
permanent BMP and gives the City the authority to maintain 
the BMP at the owner’s expense if the owner fails to do so.  
The City also inspects the permanent BMPs every 3 to 5 
years. 

Builder/Owner Responsibilities 
The builder/owner is responsible for the installation, ade-
quacy, and on-going inspection and maintenance of all lot 
specific erosion and sediment control devices, including inlets 
affected by their lots, as well as curb inlets along the street 
frontage.  It is critical that sediment not be allowed to dis-
charge to the local storm sewer system. The builder/owner is 
responsible for actions of all subcontractors, utility crews and 
delivery personnel at the work site as they relate to stormwa-
ter and erosion control.  

City Inspections 
It will be the policy of the City of Colorado Springs to en-
courage and enforce compliance with grading, erosion and 
stormwater quality control requirements by working with 
owners, contractors, builders,  and developers during the 
design and implementation phases of a project to incorporate 
proper construction BMPs.  
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Additional Information 

 Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment 
(CDPHE) Water Quality Control Division—
www.cdphe.state.co.us/wq/index.html 

 
 Urban Drainage and Flood Control District http://

www.udfcd.org/index.html 
 
 City of  Colorado Springs Stormwater Engineering 

www.springsgov.com/stormwater 

Created December 28, 2011 

Another recommended BMP is the Extended Detention Basin, shown above.   

http://www.cdphe.state.co.us/wq/index.html�
http://www.udfcd.org/index.html�
http://www.udfcd.org/index.html�
http://www.udfcd.org/index.html�
http://www.udfcd.org/index.html�
http://www.springsgov.com/stormwater�


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


