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1.0 Introduction 

Proactively controlling pollutants at their source is fundamental to effective stormwater quality 

management and is part of the Four Step Process outlined in Chapter 1 of this manual.  Typically, it is 

easier and more cost-effective to prevent stormwater pollution than to remove contaminants afterthey 

have entered the storm sewer system or receiving water.  Local governments, industries, businesses and 

homeowners all have opportunities to implement source control practices that help prevent pollution.  A 

good source control BMP is one that is effective at stopping and/or redirecting pollutants prior to entering 

the storm sewer system.  A source control BMP can be a structural component of a planned site (e.g. a 

covered area for material storage) or a procedural BMP.  The latter depend on behavior change 

accomplished through public education, training and development of standard operating procedures.   As 

described in Section 4.1 of Chapter 1, source controls are not required under the City’s MS4 permit. 

This chapter hereby incorporates by reference guidelines presented in the current version of the Urban 

Storm Drainage Criteria Manual (USDCM), Volume 3, Best Management Practices, Chapter 5 Source 

Control BMPs.  The chapter provides BMP Fact Sheets for common source control practices that can be 

integrated into overall stormwater management plans by local governments, industries and businesses.  

BMPs applicable to homeowners can also be used for integration into local government public education 

and awareness efforts related to stormwater quality.   


