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Several significant stormwater
related capital projects are
underway to improve the city’s
stormwater infrastructure and
resources and to protect
downstream communities thanks to
a joint commitment by the City of
Colorado Springs and Colorado
Springs Utilities (CSU) to fund
stormwater infrastructure and
programs through an InterGovernmental Agreement (IGA)
with Pueblo County. The IGA project
list for 2016 includes seven Capital
Improvement Projects (CIP) which
are listed here. As of December 1,
all seven CIP projects have entered
the design phase, or are complete,
with two going under construction
this winter.

January 2017 with construction
expected to be complete in summer
2017.

Downtown Drainage Improvements –
This project combines the
reconstruction and upgrade of an
existing stormwater pipeline and a
America the Beautiful Park Basin –
potable water main that run along
This project involves the construction
Pikes Peak Avenue from Nevada
of new water quality and detention
Avenue to Shooks Run. The project
ponds and improvements to an existing
was designed in-house and is currently
stormwater conveyance pipeline that
out for construction bids. Construction
will detain and convey stormwater
is expected to begin in the first quarter
from the southwest corner of
of 2017 with a completion date of
downtown to Fountain Creek. Design
spring 2017.
is underway with an expected
completion of February 2017.
Sand Creek Stabilization South of
Construction is expected to be
Platte – This project will incorporate
complete by Fall 2017.
drop structures and flood mitigation
measures to restore and stabilize a half
USAFA Drainage, Monument Branch –
mile section of Sand Creek that has
This project will incorporate drop
become highly eroded. A designer has
structures and flood mitigation
been selected and notice to proceed
measures to restore and stabilize the
was issued in the month of December.
Monument Branch tributary to
Sand Creek Pond 3 – The design
The design is expected to take
Monument Creek which has become
and construction of new full
approximately 10 months with
highly eroded. Construction of Phase I
spectrum water quality and
construction beginning in Fall 2017.
began November 18 and is expected to
detention ponds were substantially
The project is expected to be
be substantially complete by January
completed this summer to manage
completed in Spring 2018.
2017. Phase II and III are expected to
runoff from new development in
be complete in the summer of 2017.
The IGA list for 2016 also includes two
the area. The remaining work
additional project categories: Federal
includes plantings scheduled for the Fairfax Tributary Detention Pond –
Emergency Management Agency
spring of 2017.
The City applied for a grant through
(FEMA) grant projects and Emergency
the Colorado Department of
CIP. To-date the City has completed 18
Transportation (CDOT) Mitigation Fund
grant projects with 10 more either
with an expected response by January
currently in the design or construction
2017. If approved, final design will be
phase. The Emergency CIP list includes
performed by a consultant for CDOT as
29 completed projects with six more
part of the proposed Powers Boulevard
currently in the design or construction
and Research Parkway interchange.
phase. The additional project
The project involves the design and
categories provide funding that can be
construction of a new full spectrum
leveraged for grants or to expedite
water quality and detention pond to
Aerial view of Sand Creek Pond 3
repairs on smaller projects that directly
manage runoff from new development
impact residents in their
in the area, as well as runoff from the
King Street Detention Pond- Design
neighborhoods. construction phase.
future Powers over Research Parkway
has begun to retrofit an existing
interchange. Initial design of
For more information, visit our
detention pond to improve water
alternatives has been completed and
webpage at https://
quality and comply with water
construction is expected to begin in
quality and detention regulations.
www.coloradosprings.gov/
2018.
The design will be complete in
stormwaterprojects.

PAGE

2

Final Draft of the Stormwater Implementation Plan Released
Three key components of the City’s stormwater
programs are addressed by the plan.
 Implementation of the MS4 Program
 Implementation of a 20 year capital
improvement program
 Public education and outreach
You can view the plan and response to citizen
comments, on our website at
coloradosprings.gov/stormwater/page/
stormwater-program-implementation-plan, and
clicking on “View the Plan” or “Response to
Public Comments”.

The final Stormwater Program Implementation
Plan (SPIP) was released by the City on November
7, 2016. The City invited public comments and
suggestions to the draft of this plan, released
earlier this year.
“Providing a clear direction for addressing our
stormwater infrastructure and programs,
supported by consistent funding as we have
committed over the next 20 years will allow the
City to meet its federal mandate while managing
our water resources” said Mayor John Suthers.

Proper Winter Safety Prevents Pollution

Water Pollution can
happen even in the
Winter.

Did you know that it only takes
one teaspoon of salt to pollute
five gallons of freshwater? Did
you also know deicers have a
minimum temperature at which
they are effective? Using the
wrong product will result in
wasted product, wasted money,
and potential pollution of local
waterways.
Follow these tips to avoid
salting our waterways.

Read how you can help





Shovel as soon after the
storm as possible. When
heavy storms occur,
consider removing snow
halfway through the event 
so you are able to keep up
with the snow.
Remove as much snow as
possible before using a
deicing product.
Remember that most
deicing products work
best at temperatures
above 15 ͦF.



Avoid over application. It only
takes 3/4 of a coffee mug to
treat an average size parking
space.
Sweep up any sand that was
used as traction, and reuse it.

Let’s all do our part for clean
waterways!.

Keep Falling Leaves Out of Waterways

keep the waterways clean
when it’s cold outside.



.
Even in winter, yard
maintenance can cause
some big issues for storm
drains and waterways.
Leaves that are blown into
the street during yard
maintenance can end up in
the nearest waterway.

Stormwater runoff washes
them from our streets,
sidewalks and driveways into
the city’s storm drains, which
lead directly to creeks and
rivers in the area. Help keep
our storm drains clean and
clear of debris., as this can

cause problems with the city’s
stormwater system and can
lead to flooding. Don’t leave
or rake leaves or other yard
waste into the streets. Bag up
leaves for disposal, compost
them, or use them as mulch.
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Sand Creek Pond 3

Camp Creek Channel Stabilization

This project covers about 19 acres of
land near Woodmen and Black Forest
Road.

Stabilization of Camp Creek through Garden of
the Gods was constructed this fall as part of the
overall Camp Creek Drainage Improvement Plan.

The basin has two functions; improve
water quality by removing sediment,
and slowly release large storm flows
over a longer period of time. Both
functions will have a positive effect on
the downstream creek stability.
The majority of this project was done
in the summer of 2016. In spring of
2017, plantings will complete this
project.

Stabilization included installing 32 boulder “veins”
along the channel that control low flows and
stabilize the channel banks to prevent eroding.
Native willows and brush were also planted along
the creek banks to further stabilize the channel.

This pond will prove to be a valuable
asset to the City’s stormwater
infrastructure.

CAMP CREEK BEFORE

The use of natural boulders and native plants
improved the channel while preserving the
natural look and feel of the majestic park setting.
A second project , construction of a stormwater
detention and sedimentation pond at the north
end of Garden of the Gods, is scheduled to begin
in 2017. When these two phases of the Camp
Creek Drainage Improvement Plan are complete,
it is expected that approximately 120 properties
will be removed from the 100 year floodplain.

CAMP CREEK AFTER

Having Fun While Keeping our Community Clean
INDEPENDENCE CENTER
PARTICIPANTS

The 3rd Annual watershed-wide,
nine day Creek Week cleanup
resulted in 2,400 volunteers
removing 14 tons of litter this year.
Participants rolled up their sleeves,
donned their Creek Week buffs,
and worked in eight communities
for the health of our waterways
and for those downstream.

Churches, schools, recreational
and environmental groups,
neighbors, coworkers, businesses
and individuals took part in this
impactful program, and 80% of
these participants said Creek
Week had changed how they
think about our waterways.

With a 44% increase in the City’s
Adopt-A-Waterway program,
volunteers will have many
opportunities to perform
cleanups in the next year. For
more information about Adopt-A
-Waterway and Creek Week,
contact Jerry Cordova at
jcordova@springsgov.com.

Students Put Their Personal Touch on Snow Removal
Students from Jackson, Carver and
Rogers Elementary schools gathered on
September 22 to paint one of the snow
plows that will frequent their
neighborhoods this winter. Staff from
the Operations and Maintenance
Division, South, East and North Districts
had a chance to connect with some of
the students from School District 11

during the Paint a Plow events.“Kids
are probably the biggest fans of
snow days, and when those brightly
colored snow plow blades come
down their neighborhood street, we
want them to feel connected to the
plows and people who drive them”
stated Corey Farkas, Public Works
Division Manager.

PUTTING FINISHING TOUCHES ON THE PLOW
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Water Resources Issues:
City of Colorado Springs
Water Resources Engineering Division

30 S. Nevada Ave.
Suite 401

Illegal Spills and Dumping
Drainage Concerns (Not Maintenance)
Project Issues
Revocable Permits
Contact: stormwater@springsgov.com

Water Resources Street Maintenance Issues:

P.O. Box 1575
Mail Code 410
Phone: 719-385-5980
Fax: 719-385-5095

Drainage Maintenance
Vactor Requests
Repairs to Existing Drainage Structures
Contact: streetdivision@springsgov.com

E-mail: stormwater@springsgov.com

Our Name is Changing
The Colorado Springs Stormwater
Division has changed its name to
Water Resources Engineering to
better reflect its role and purposes.

practices. The focus of stormwater
infrastructure has gone from building
concrete culverts and underground
storm drains, to creating more
natural channels that not only convey
For many years, the name
water, but also become a valuable
Stormwater has represented the
City’s team that was dedicated to natural resource that people can
managing storm drain infrastructure enjoy. This is being done by
incorporating trails or other
such as channels, culverts, creeks
amenities.
and waterways.
In recent years, more
comprehensive watershed
approaches have been replacing the
traditional stormwater management

Ultimately, the purpose of Water
Resources Engineering is for clean
waterways. The majority of
stormwater (in the form of rain or

melting snow and ice) eventually
makes its way into our waterways
and continues to our downstream
neighbors. Managing our water
resources at the source with a
comprehensive approach which
includes planning and management
of constructed facilities, community
education, and programs such as
Adopt-A-Waterway, is key to
maintaining clean waterways for
our community and those
communities downstream.

