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Celebrating the Journey and Respecting America's Mountain

Visitors arriving by Cog Railway may view the historic walls of the original 1800's era
Summit House or immediately enter the new visitor center.

As one of the most iconic destinations in the western United States, the
summit of Pikes Peak beckons an amazing number of visitors each year
to a fragile landscape that needs an equally amazing level of protection
and planning to make its enjoyment sustainable for generations. The
summit alpine tundra landscape is characterized by boulder fields and
scattered areas of vegetation. Over the years of development and use,
buildings and nonsurfaced areas of the summit have been carved out of
the boulder fields, leaving them vulnerable to further pedestrian and
vehicular impacts.

Holiday Gift Idea

Pikes Peak  America's Mountain is a
new fullcolor mini coffee table book
just released for $12.99 plus tax.
Available at Pikes Peak Summit
House, Glen Cove and Crystal
Reservoir gift shops, or by calling the
Aramark local office at 7194730208
to order. Proceeds go to building a
new Summit House. Be among the
first to proudly display this tribute to
America's Mountain in your home or
give as a gift to family and friends.

To reenvision the site, the
design team for the new Pikes
Peak Summit Complex is
intentionally creating a
purposeful journey for the visitor,
from the first moments of arrival
to the pinnacle overlooks, which
capture views that inspired the
anthem "America the Beautiful"
by Katharine Lee Bates. "The
goal," said Eileen Kemp, DHM Design Associate Principal for the project,
"is to enhance the visitor experience by accommodating moments of
reflection and interpretation, dispersing the pulse of visitors and
optimizing the 360 degree views."
Whether biking, hiking, driving
or hopping off the cog railway,
the sequence of how every
visitor navigates through the site
will be different from each
starting point. Intuitive
wayfinding will offer options to
create a personalized
exploration of the summit while
supporting ecological
rejuvenation of this wellloved
Design of the new Pikes Peak Summit
and national historic destination. Complex is minimalistic while also providing a
"Visitors arriving by vehicle will
variety of enhanced visitor experiences.
be able to start their exploration of the summit immediately upon arrival,"
said Kemp. "We've designed the perimeter and interior interpretive loop
elevated walkways to protect the fragile alpine tundra," she said. "The
variety of clearly defined paths for viewing interpretive and educational
exhibits and vistas will be reachable from multiple locations to quickly
disperse crowds arriving by train or bus, providing opportunities for
individual exploration, introspection and wonder."
Awareness of the fragility of the
landscape is a key component to
the success of the project as
vegetation on the summit takes
many years to establish. But
once mature, the plants are
adaptive and resilient to the
extreme conditions on the peak.
Restoration areas will be
nurtured in key locations around
the summit, interior elevated
Designated elevated walkways are designed
walkways and roof terrace.
to enhance the visitor experience while also
Boulder placement throughout
protecting the fragile alpine tundra.
the site is arranged to create a variety of habitats and living conditions
necessary for high alpine plant communities to establish and thrive. "Not
only will these habitats support ecological restoration throughout the
site," said Kemp, "but they will also educate visitors to the unique alpine
tundra ecosystem present at 14,000 foot Colorado mountain peaks.
Interpretive exhibits will identify key elements of the panoramic views and
provide an overview of the site's natural and cultural resources."
Design of the visitor experience atop Pikes Peak embraces the historic,
cultural and natural significance and celebrates the journey to America's
Mountain.
CLICK HERE to view fact sheet.

Company Spotlight 
DHM Design
DHM Design brings a wealth of
experience to successfully complete
sustainable designs for visitor facilities
within our parks, open spaces and
interpretive spaces throughout the
country. Our philosophy balances a
project's built entities or features with
its natural and cultural setting in the
belief that Landscape Architecture can
establish a connection between the
site's resources and emphasize a
respect for historical relationships to
the context and character of each
individual project. From National Parks
and Forest Service land to open space
and urban parks, we understand how
to develop and sustain the visitor
experience throughout park planning
and development.
Eileen Kemp has
more than 15
years experience
working with
communities and
federal agencies
to develop
effective and
sustainable
solutions. As associate principal, she
brings special attention to the visitor
experience. She is currently managing
the completion of lodging at
Yellowstone National Park for
Xanterra, park concessioner, and has
completed many related National Park
Service projects. Eileen brings
expertise in universal access and a
thorough understanding of recreation
planning and design.

Click here to see the design
illustrations, narrative and fly
through simulation video.
Brian Calhoun/RTA Architects
Talks about the Summit Project
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Follow the Project by signingup for New
Heights eNewsletter
Send an email to
SummitComplexInfo@springsgov.com
and request to be added to the
enewsletter distribution list.
Share this enewsletter: Download PDF

Latest Details Unveiled at Public Open House
The City of Colorado Springs and the
design team for the Pikes Peak Summit
Complex held a public meeting Oct. 18
to unveil the latest details of the exterior
and interior designs for the new Summit
House visitor center. City of Colorado
Springs Mayor Suthers kicked off the
presentation at Colorado Springs City
Auditorium in which nearly 100 citizens
participated.
CLICK HERE to view displays
Summit House, Cog, Parking, Access and Landscaping Designs
Interpretive and Educational Exhibit Concepts
Aramark/Concessionnaire (retail/food) Offerings
Construction/Logistic Challenges
Project Cost/Schedule
Environmental and Sustainability Concepts (power generation,
water requirements, and solar/thermal, photovoltaic renewable
energy concepts)
Living Building Challenge application and US Green Building
Council Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED)
certification
Pikes Peak Summit Complex aims even
higher with its application for Living
Building Challenge certification. The
international sustainability certification is
the world's most rigorous and
progressive environmentally green
performance standard. Only about two
dozen projects worldwide have achieved
Net Zero Building Certification, one of
the Living Building Challenge programs.
A lofty goal, but one fitting for a national
icon such as the Pikes Peak Summit Complex.
CLICK HERE to view project fact sheet.

What Are People Saying  Oct. 16 Public Meeting
Very impressive and a great improvement. I would hope for a much
stronger visual recognition of the importance of Native American culture in
the history of the Peak.

Quick Links
United States Forest Service
City of Colorado Springs Pikes Peak 
America's Mountain
City of Colorado Springs
Colorado Springs Utilities
Pikes Peak Cog Railway
USARIEM

Design Timeline
Phase 1  Programming and
Development of Design Concepts  Fall
2015
Phase 2  Concept Review and Selection 
January 2016
Phase 3  Plan Development and
Construction Documents  Early 2017
Phase 4  Solicitation of Construction
Management/General Contractor  Late
Fall 2015 (GE Johnson selected)
Phase 5  Offsite Fabrication  Early 2017 /
Onsite Construction Start  Mid2017

Environmental Assessment
Status
The City of Colorado Springs, Pikes
Peak  America's Mountain (PPAM), in
partnership with Colorado Springs
Utilities (CSU) and U.S. Army
Research Institute of Environmental
Medicine (U.S. Army), selected a
preferred design for the new Pikes
Peak Summit Complex located in the
Pike National Forest in El Paso
County, Colorado. The U.S. Forest
Service (Forest Service), Pikes Peak

It looks spectacular, befitting our city and America's Mountain.
Looks very nice, I like the windows. Hope the inside can handle the people
from the Cog.
Wonderful design  can't wait to see it completed.
Looks to make good use of traffic flow. Love the fact that it utilizes the
basics of the mountain  it's part of the mountain.
CLICK HERE to view additional comments from public meeting.

Pikes Peak Summit Complex Fundraising
The Pikes Peak Summit Complex project represents an exciting time in the
history of this historic mountain. Anticipating more than 600,000 visitors
this year alone, we are committed to providing an experience that is
educational, breathtaking and inspiring. As the project nears completion of
the preliminary design phase, we are confident the new visitor center will
contribute to a great visitor experience at the summit with a facility of which
everyone will be proud.
Every aspect of the Pikes Peak Summit Complex project is
being undertaken with great care, thought and expertise. However,
constructing a visitor complex atop a 14,115 foot mountain that will provide
a great summit experience for fifty years and longer is no simple task, so
fundraising is a critical component. The project team is committed to
assuring the new structure not only maximizes the visitor experience, but
also does so in the most environmentally sustainable way possible. To
achieve these goals, the cost projection to build the new Summit visitor
center is estimated between $30 and $50 million, some of which has
already been secured. Pikes Peak America's Mountain has contracted
with the Benefactor Group, a fundraising company based in Columbus
Ohio, to provide fundraising strategy, starting with a Feasibility Study
anticipated to be completed by March 2017. The plan will include details of
the fundraising phases to include major donor and individual donor
programs alike.

Click here to view Pikes Peak Summit House Complex PSA.

Ranger District, carrying forward the
preferred design in the preparation of
an Environmental Assessment (EA) to
consider and disclose the
environmental effects of redesigning
and constructing the Pikes Peak
Summit Complex. The Forest Service
anticipates the release of the EA and
Draft Finding of No Significant Impact
(FONSI) in first quarter 2017.
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