
The City Code allows for many different types of residen-
tial accessory uses, including detached garages, work-
shops, and storage structures.  Whether or not you can 
build another structure on your lot depends on several 
things, including zone, lot coverage allowance, setbacks, 
and any specific regulations that apply to the type of ac-
cessory structure you plan to build.  For general guide-
lines, read the sections below.  This DAB is not meant to 
cover absolutely every facet of the accessory structure 
code.  Before undertaking your building project, contact 
the Land Use Review Division to make absolutely sure 
you have not overlooked a regulation.   
 
General Information: Accessory Structures 
The accessory structure provisions in the City Code can 
be found in Section 7.3.105.  Accessory structures are 
not allowed within the front or side yard setbacks of any 
property.  The specific setback measurements depend on 
the zone district in which your property is located.  To 
find your zone, consult DAB 201 or call the Land Use 
Review Division.   
 
If the structure is 120 square feet or less in gross floor 
area and 8 feet in height or less, it may be located any-
where within the rear yard and does not require a build-
ing permit.  However, if the accessory structure is 
greater than 120 square feet and/or greater than 8 feet in 
height, it must maintain the following setbacks from each 
property line in the rear yard: 
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Figure 1: Diagram of accessory structure placement  from Section 
7.3.105 of the City Code. 
 
Accessory structures located in a hillside, historic preserva-
tion, or streamside overlay zone district are subject to site 
plan review to ensure compliance with the provisions of the 
overlay districts.  Consult DABs 201 and 201 for general 
information.    
 
Accessory structures cannot be any larger in gross floor 
area than the footprint of the principal structure located on 
the lot.  Additionally, accessory structure height is limited 
to 16 feet from the average grade to the peak if the roof 
pitch is less than 6:12.  If the roof pitch is 6:12 or greater, 
height is limited to 20 feet and is measured the same way. 
 
Playhouses 
Children’s playhouses are allowed within any residential 
district.  If the playhouse exceeds 6 feet in height, it must 
meet the setbacks and other development standards of the 
zone district. 
 
Storage Structures 
Storage structures are limited to 2 structures per principal 
use.  The total combined square footage of the storage 
structures cannot exceed 400 square feet. 
 
Carports and Garages 
Carports and garages are allowed within any zone district as 
an accessory use, but only in connection with a principal 

*Unless otherwise specified. 

Zone Setback 

A, R-Estate, R1-9000 10 feet 

R1-6000, R-2, R-4, R-5, SU, OR, OC, C-5, C-6, M-1 5 feet 

PUD, TND 5 feet* 

M-2 0 feet 
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use (a garage or carport may not be built without a princi-
pal structure, such as a home).  A maximum of 1,200 
square feet of garage space is allowed per single-family resi-
dence, unless a storage space of 450 square feet is incorpo-
rated.  Garages in connection with single-family residences 
are limited to have garage doors for no more than 4 cars.  
For multi-family dwellings, a maximum of 600 square feet 
per unit with garage doors for no more than 2 cars is al-
lowed.  If the detached garage is located adjacent to an alley 
and the garage doors face the alley, it must maintain a 10 
foot setback from that property line no matter what the 
zone district in which it is located.   
 
Private Stables 
Stables and corrals are permitted within any residential 
zone district as long as the lot is at least 37,000 square feet 
in area and all buildings and corrals are constructed at least 
55 feet from the building envelope of the adjacent lot.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 2: Diagram of stable and corral placement from City Code Sec-
tion 7.3.105.N.   
 
Detached Accessory Dwelling Units 
Accessory Dwelling Units, or ADUs, are allowed in the R-
2, R-4, R-5, SU and C-5 zone districts as long as all of the  
requirements are met.  An ADU is defined as a dwelling 
subordinate to the principal residential dwelling located on 
the same lot.  The ADU is under the same ownership as the 
principal unit. 
 
The property on which an ADU is planned must meet the 
minimum lot area defined in Section 7.3.104 for two-
family residential use and only one ADU is allowed per lot.  
Additionally, the maximum footprint or finished living area 
of the ADU cannot exceed 750 square feet.  Exceptions to 
this area maximum include decks and porches that are at-
tached to the ADU.   
 

The ADU must be constructed entirely within the rear 50 
feet of the property and meet a 5 foot rear yard setback, must 
be located behind the corners of the principal dwelling unit, 
and meet side setback requirements prescribed by the zone 
district in which it is located.  There must be at least 20 feet 
between the principal dwelling unit and the ADU, and height 
is limited to 25 feet at the peak. 
 
An additional parking space on the property is also required.   
 
Kennels 
A kennel is allowed only in the Agricultural (A) zone.  All 
buildings and runs must be constructed at least 55 feet from 
any property line.   

 
Figure 3: Diagram of kennel location from City Code Section 7.3.105.G.   
 
Also consult DAB 403 for more information on Accessory 
Uses. 
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Additional Information 

 The City Code can be accessed on-line at: http://
www.sterlingcodifiers.com/CO/Colorado%20Springs/
index.htm.  Zoning and Subdivision information is contained 
within Chapter 7. 

 
 The Regional Building Department website offers valuable 

information if you are planning to build or are searching for 
past permits.  The website is as follows: http://
www.pprbd.org/.  You can also reach the Department by 
phone at (719) 327-2880. 
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